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Raagas in Current-Sound of Naad

“Raag Naad Sabad Sohne Ja Lage Sahaj Dhian”
- Sri Guru Granth Sahib JI, Ang — 849

Guru Amardas Sahib Ji says that these Melodies (Raagas) and Sabad are beautiful only when one focuses
his/her meditation on that almighty.

Guru Sahibaans gave us a huge treasure of naam, sabad, and raagas. Sri Guru Granth Sahib includes a total
of 62 Raagas - 31 Shudh, 25 Mishrat, and 6 Dakhni Saroops of Raagas. We might have noticed that Hazuri
Ragis or Kirtaniyas, especially at Darbar Sahib do not require material to first read, and then sing the sabads,
unlike other Gurudwara Sahibs. Kirtan Maryada says that sabads should be kant/ or memorized by the
Rirtanyas, and not be read from any source while singing the verses. The reason is that when we read the
sabad while singing, focus is on that reading material more than the almighty. While singing a sabad in a
raagaq, sabad should be pardharn or first than the raaga. Taan, Gamak, Murki, etc. should be within the
sabad and should not be performed in Akaar while singing the sabad. Bhai Kultar Singh Ji, who are a scion of
Gurbani Sangeet linage, says that “Sabad should be on Raag’s shoulder, so that the raag can never be up
from the sabad”.

Each raaga in Guru Granth Sahib Ji reflects a theme, a particular state.
For example, Raag SiriRaag — Detachment; Maaru — Bravery; Bilawal — Happiness, Joy;

Jaijavantee — (Vairaag and Happiness at the same time.

“Raagan Vich Sriraag Hai Je Sach Dhare Piyaar”
- Guru Granth Sahib Ji, Ang — 83

Here, Guru Amardas Sahib Ji says that SiriRaag is best among the raagas if it inspires you to express your love
for that Almighty Aka/ Purakh. SiriRaag is the first Raaga of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, after Japji Sahib,
Sodar, and Sohila. However, some say that Raag Aasa is the first raaga, but if we look at the “Tatkaraa” or
Index of the raagas, it states that beginning of Sabads is from SriRaag only.

“Panchhian Mai Hans Mrigrajan Mai Saardool Raagan mei SiriRaag Paras Pakhaan Hai”
- Vaaran Bhai Gurdas Ji

Here, Bhai Gurdas Ji says, just as Swan among Birds, Lion among Feline Family, SriRaag is the
Philospher-Stone among Raagas.

Beginning from SriRaag in Guru Granth Sahib Ji and ending with Prabhati, and Jaijavantee depicts how one
travels from darkness to Prabhat or light. Guru Sahibaans have given us Raaga as ‘utensil’ and sabad as
‘food.. It is said that if one sings a sabad in the same raaga as prescribed, there will be full influence of sabad
on the person who is singing as well as the listeners. Raagmala, which is recited at the end of Akhand Paath
Sahib or Sehaj Paath Sahib includes 6 parent raagas, 36 raginis, and 48 sons of raagas. Many of them are not
present in Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Most of the Raagas in Sri Granth Sahib are the exclusive melodies of Gurbani
Sangeet.

For example, Majh, Gauri Guareri, Gauri Cheti, Gauri Sorath, Asa Kafi, Tilang Kafi, Suhi Lalit,
Tukhari, Jaijavantee, etc. Making Gurbani Sangeet Unique.

There are lot of controversies related to the system of raagas and raaginis, not going into that.

The modern system of dividing raagas is based on thaat system. Indian Classical Music has 10 thaats,
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namely Bilawal, Khamaaj, Kaafi, Asavari, Bhairavi, Bhairav, Kalyan, Marwa, Poorvi, and Toree (Todee).
And, Carnatic Music or Dakhan Sangeet Padhati has 72 thaats.

None of the Raagas in Sri Guru Granth Sahib JI belongs to Bhairavi Thaat. However, from Dasam Bani, much
popular raaga named Malkauns belongs to Bhairavi Thaat. Raaga Tukhari, which has been created by Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Sahib Ji, belongs to a Carnatic or Dakhan Sangeet Padhati Thaat, named Dharamvatee.
Raaga Gauri Dakhni, is considered as the first Raaga (Malyamalavgovla) of Carnatic Music. The Raaga
Jaijavantee, which is a popular raaga in Indian Classical Music, is a creation of Guru Tegh Bahadar Sahib Ji.
As there are no records of Jaijavantee in any music sources before Guru Tegh Bahadar Sahib Ji.

Guru maharaj said — “Kaljug Meh Kirtan Pardhana”, Kirtan is prominent in this dark age Kalyug.

Every Sikh has to follow Rehat Maryada or Sikh code of conduct. There is a Kirtan Rehat Maryada too, which
needs to be followed by a Kirtankaar. Kirtan Chowki begins with Shaan, followed by manglacharan > a
partaal/ dhrupad sabad/ complex taal sabad > sehaj kirtan > Pauri.

Guru Nanak Dev Ji said — “Jaisi Mai Aavai Khasam Ki Bani, Taisra Kari Gian Ve Laalo”. We should accept the
bani as it is. If it is in Tilang Raaga, we should sing it in Tilang Raaga. Howeuver, there is no such restriction if
we sing the sabad in any other raaga. Dhrupad Kirtan used to be done at Guru Sahibaans’ Courts. Dhrupad
is heroic, pure, and spiritual. Taus, Saranda, Rabab, Jori, these are the Dhrupadi Saajs or Instruements.
Dilruba has no connection with Guru Sahibaans and has never been used in courts of Guru Sahibaans.
Neither Guru Sahibaans made it nor it was carried in battles. It was created for Khyal form of Kirtan by
Mahant Gajja Singh on the request of his student Maharaja Bhupinder Singh.

Unfortunately, we have forgotten the puratan form of kirtan and more concentrated on the modern-day
‘Rhyal gayki’ only. Dhrupads, Dhamaars are extinct now-a-days.

“Raaj Leela Terai Naam Banayi
Jog Baniya Tera Kirtan Gaayi”
- Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, Ang — 385

Guru Arjan Dev Sahib Ji says — “Your name has given me the pleasures of royalty; | attain yoga by singing
your verses.”

“Sabhna Raagan Vich So Bhalaa Bhai Jit Vasiya Mann Aaye”
- Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, Ang — 1423

Guru Nanak Dev Sahib Ji Says — “Among the raagas, that one is best by which lord abides in the mind.” If
Guru Sahibaans have chosen this method for the praises of that almighty, then how can we ignore that?

“Nanak Kahai Sunn Re Manaa Kar Kirtan Hoe Udhaar”
- Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, Ang — 214
Guru Arjan Dev Sahib Ji says, “you shall be saved by singing the Kirtan of that Almighty”.

Songs are first written and then sung and recorded accordingly. Guru Maharaj’s sabad was first sung and
then written in Guru Granth Sahib. The Dasam Granth Sahib, the Sarabloh Granth Sahib or the
Manglacharan Granth Sahib has over 350 extant ragas. With Guru Sahibaans grace, people are becoming
aware about raagas day-by-day. Together, we can preserve our virasat.

Arshdeep Singh
Address: Satish Colony, Fatehabad, Haryana [125050]
Contact: 8685883114

E-mail: asinghhackerzz@gmail.com
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Z3rfasT,
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fal fal fal fal 0nNo fal fal fal fal 0nNo fal fal fal fal 0no fal
f3afaesasa f3afaeits 3afacsasa f3afaefts, 3afacsx f3afaefts =3 eurfdsr,
fUaatsT grureur farsrf3afae sa3arsdfae, uf3afaesa f3aefsafae udets afsad |
ESICEREECAECICEHAERIESIC R ER |:5d|o(<|":?o f39fdcaasx f3afaefss s 33T 23aeT
fissrz gurenr faeT3afae sasaf3afae, ufsafaesa 3 fzafae udstugfuad i
gT#5
0o fal fal fal fal fal fal fal fal fal fal on fal fal
fUaara aareTr fasf3afae sasarsafae, sasaf3dfae ufsafaesa e f3afae a3y,
fisarsT grureyr faeT3gfae sazai3afae, ufsafaesa fFaezafae udnls af3as |
Baarz a3e3T faaTf39fae sazaf3afae, sazafsafae 339faesa f3aef3afae s=rfas
fisasT e faersafae sasai3saiae, urisafaesa fPaeE3afae udiert aftsd |
qU# 6
Lo fal fal fal fal fal fal fal 0o fal fal fal
fisarsT gureyr fae3dfae sasa3dfae, sazafsafae fiasa aurenr fassafae,
sa3(3Ifae saz3ai3Ifae uf3afaesa f3aef3afae, ufsafaes f3aEfzafae
a3 af3ad |
No fal fal fal fal fal fal fal No fal fal fal
fBaa3T g37e3 fAa3afae sazdfsafae, sa3a3dfae Sea3 a3esT fHarfzdfae,
fal fal fal fal fal fal fal onr fal fal fal fal o fal
5I3A(3TIdE FAZA3Iae U333 3aefzafae, ufsafaesa faefzafae
gy &fgsar
gu#7
Ul 5TUsdT Ureutdl suadr, f39fdesasa f3afaefts s eutfderT,
uf33faesa f3aefzafae ufssfasa fEdfsafae, ufssfasa fsaefzafac
Tdaf3 &f3aa |
3T B136K I3 136K 3Ifacaass f3afaef3s sza3T e3faeT,
rf33faesa e fzafae ufsafacsa faefzafae, ufsafacsa faefzafae
Tdraa sfuadr |
gu# 8
T IaTT &dUTe U610 &dure, faef3afae sazafsafae ufsafaesa f3aefzdfae,
Uﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁaﬁ‘c’uwsdldcsd f3aef3afae, ufsafaes f3aefzafae
garsTy ) Uadl |
Y fal fal fal fal fal fal or fal o fal
3IRGTS 3IAITE IAHGTS 5337, faaTf3afae sa3af3dfae 3fafaza fsaefssfae,
mmmm uf3afaesa f3arefsafae
gaIeTy ) Tsdr i
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