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PadamShri Prof. Kartar Singh: A Legendary Gurmat Musicologist

Dr. A P Singh 'Rhythm'

Professor Kartar Singh is a widely admired and accepted Gurmat Sangeet Scholar.
His worldwide influence on the tradition can be assessed from his involvement and input for
Gurmat Sangit propagation and promotion through Rag Nirnayak Committee, Board of
graduate and postgraduate Studies Punjabi University Patiala and Shiromani Gurdwara
Prabandhak Committee and other institutions. He enjoys and international repute for his
scholastic approach for the subject. Government of India has offered the award of
PadamShri, one of the most prestigious award of India. He is a multidimensional
personality. He is dedicated to the propagation, promotion and expansion of Gurmat Sangit
through his presentations, writings, teaching and publications. Although he worked as a
faculty of Indian classical music at various institutes but he did his best to promote the
tradition of Gurmat Sangit, at his level best. He mesmerizes the audience with his absolute
mastery over Gurbani meaning, pronunciation and Gurmat Sangit musicology. At present,
he is working as director Gurmat Sangit academy, Sri Anandpur Sahib, being run by
Dharam Prachar committee, Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, Amritsar.

Music Training: A student with sharp mind and ambitions could not stop himselfto
a limited mode of training. A explore new dimensions of music and Gurbani singing Kartar
Singh studied and practiced the art of music under the tutelage of Bhai Sunder Singh Ji
Kasur Wale, Gayan Acharia Bhambe Ji, Bhai Dalip Singh Ji Gayan Acharya (student of
Giani Gian Singh Almast) also for one year each. Professor Kartar Singh studied higher
study of music under the guidance of J S Bhanwra and Pandit Balwant Rai Jaiswal.

He contributed following five books strictly in accordance with the musicology
emerging from the Gurbani and references of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the living Guru of the
Sikhs. 1286 compositions are included in these publications.

e  Gurbani Sangit Darpan

e  Gurmat Sangit Darpan, Part I

e  Gurmat Sangit Darpan, Part II
e  Gurmat Sangit Darpan, Part I1I

e  GuruAngad Dev Sangit Darpan

All these books are published by Dharam Prachar Committee, Shiromani
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee Amritsar. It is a matter of great pride for Professor Kartar
Singh that more than 32000 copies of these books are being published.

Awards, Honors and Distinctions: The contribution and services of Professor
Kartar Singh are recognized by the institutions, societies, individuals and government
bodies, not only at national level but international also. He is most love & admirable Sikh
scholar, of Gurmat Sangit tradition. Where ever he goes, the Sangat got influenced in a big
way, from his personality, Shabad Kirtan recital and humbleness. He never demands VIP
treatment. He will sit in Sangat and on his turn to perform he will sit on stage and initiate his

g dgao 7 HgT 2021



performance. No separate accommodation or green room is required for him. To recognize
his talent and pay respect to him so many awards and conferred on Professor Kartar Singh.
Some of prestigious awards received by him are as under:

Conferred by Government Institutions:

Maharaja Ranjit Singh Award — November 11, 2001, on the eve of
coronation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh by Government of Punjab.

Sangeet Natak Academy Award: Sangeet Natak Academy is a central
body. The academy confers honors on legendry artists in various fields of
arts & culture of Indian traditions. Professor Kartar Singh was awarded
Sangeet Natak Academy Award for his contribution in Gurbani singing for
the year of 2008. After the announcement of the awards, the function could
not be organized due to elections or unavailability of the President of India.
He is awarded Sangit Natak Academy Award (Gurbani Sangit Award -
2008) by the President of India Srimati Pratibha Devi Singh Patial on July
14, 2009 at President House, Delhi. He is offered Ang-Vastra Dushala,
Tamar-Pattar along with cash award of fifty thousand rupees in cash. The
award giving function of Sangeet Natak Academy is one of'its kind. All the
awardees get the chance to exhibit their talent in the presence of luminaires,
gathered from various parts of India & abroad. The function goes on for
more than a week, to provide chance all the awardees to perform and record
their cultural traditions.

Tagore Academy Award: On the occasion of 150" birthday of
Rabindranath Tagore, Sangeet Natak Academy decided to honor 50 leading
scholar-artists contributing for propagation of various streams of Indian
culture and arts. Octogenarian Professor Kartar Singh, Director Gurmat
Sangit Academy, Sri Anandpur Sahib was conferred with Tagore Academy
Award in the field of Gurbani singing. It was the ever first award announced
in this category of music by a leading Art council, established by
Government of India. Sikh Sangat around the world got a point to celebrate

the achievement by a leading scholar of contemporary Gurmat Sangit
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tradition. Professor Kartar Singh was called upon to attend award
ceremony on April 25, 2012 at Rabindra Bhawan Calcutta. Professor
Professor Kartar Singh was conferred Tagor Academy Award by
Government of west Bengal Mr. M K Narayan, with a Tamar Pattara,
Dushala and cash award of Rs. 3,00,000. This was the time to interact with
other awardees, from various parts of the country, attending the award

function and tell them about the Gurmat Sangit musicology.
Conferred by Educational Institutions:

° Special Award —April 7, 1985, Guru Nanak Education Trust, Ludhiana.
° Special Award — February 2, 1990, Ramgarhia College, Ludhiana.
° Nationally Awardee — 2009 by Management Singh Sabha

Secondary School, Model Town, Ludhiana.
Conferred by Universities and Colleges:

° Special Honor — 2006, by Punjabi University Patiala on the eve of Gurmat
Sangeet utsava.

° Life Time Achievement Award 2007 and Rs. 21000/= cash by Sri Gobind
Singh College of Commerce, New Delhi.

° Punjabi University, Gurmat Sangeet Fellowship, by the Gurmat Sangeet
Chair.

Conferred by International Societies:
° Besides the awards from various Indian societies, institutions and
governments, Professor Kartar Singh was awarded with Life Time
Achievement Award by Sikh World Society, U. K. on October 9, 2011 at

London Helton Hotel.

Conferred by Religious Institutions:

° Bhai Samund Singh Yadgari Award — March 27, 1991, Guru Gobind
Singh Study Circle, Ludhiana March 27, 1991.

° Gurmat Sangeet Award with Rs. 25000/= cash — 1995, Vishav Sikh

Sammelan, at Gurdwara Manji Sahib, Amritsar sponsored by Sant Sucha
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Singh Jawadi Taksal.

° Vishesh Sanman — September 18, 2002, Gurmat Sangeet Study Circle,
Patiala.

° Special Honor — October 20, 2006, by Bibi Jasbir Kaur ji Khalsa and
Jathedar Sri Kesgarh Sahib.

° Kirtan Samrat Sant Sujan Singh Memorial Award along with
Rs. 31000/= cash, Delhi.

° Bhai Mardana Award was given to him by Bibi Jasbir Kaur Khalsa and
Jathedar Gyani Tarlochan Singh on October 20, 2009 at Takhat Sri Kesgarh
Sahib.

° Bhai Mardana Award by Takhat Sri Keshgarh Sahib on the eve of Gurta

Gaddi Diwas on October 20, 2009.
Conferred by Societies and Associations:

° Padamshri Sohan Memorial Award — May 24, 1997, Sur Sangam
Cultural Society, Ludhiana.

° Bhai Sahib Bhai Ajmer Singh Memorial Award --------- Gurmat Sagar
Trust Sri Anandpur Sahib.

° Special Honor October 7, 2006, by Guru Nanak Fifth Century Schools,

Vicente Hills, Mansoori,
° Recently Pandit Balwant Rai Jaswal Memorial Award — 2014 was

conferred on him by at Sehgal Memorial Hall, Jalandhar.
Conferred by Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee:

° Special Award — October 20, 2005, Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak
Committee at Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib.

° Special Honor, on the eve of 400" Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, honor
conferred by Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee on ------ .

° Special Honor — March 31, 2006, by Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak

Committee, on the eve of Sirjana Diwas of Sri Akal Takha Sahib.

° Sanman — on the eve of 300" foundation day of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, by
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Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee.

° Shiroani Gurdwara Prabandhak committee president Jathedar Avtar Singh
Makkar offered Shiromani Ragi Award to Professor Kartar Singh, on October
8, 2009 on the eve of Prakash Agman Gurpurab of Sri Guru Ramdas ji, at Sri
Manji Sahib, Amritsar, for his contribution in propagating string instruments of
Gurmat Sangeet tradition and Shabad Kirtan performance in accordance with

the tradition.

Apart from above mentioned awards, Professor Kartar Singh is also honored and
facilitated numerous institutions, societies and associations including Sikh Budhijivi
Society, Ludhiana; Punjabi Sahit Academy, Ludhiana; Takshila Education Society;
Sant Gurmukh Singh and Sangat of Gurdwara Guru Nanak Satsang Sabha, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi; Sain Mian Mir Trust, Ludhiana; Global Sikh Education Foundation; Shubh
Karman Te KabhuN Na TaroN Society, Amritsar; Central Khalsa Yatimkhana,
Amritsar; Bhai Vir Singh Gurmat Vidyalaya, Amritsar; Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar
etc.

Appreciation by Giani Gurbachan Singh, Jathedar Sri Akal Takhat Sahib;
Jathedar Avtar Singh, president Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak committee; Giani
Tarlochan Singh, Ex. Jathedar Sri Kesgarh Sahib; Jathedar Joginder Singh Vedanti and
Prof. Manjit Singh Ex. Jathedar Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, Bibi Jasbir Kaur Khalsa,
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HIf&GUT =7 A i 9y

ToT HI® Y |
kaanarraa mehalaa 5 |l
Kaanraa, Fifth Mehl:
aiaf3 yg ot o Wt ame' ||
keerath prabh kee gaao maeree rasanaa(n) |l
Sing the Praises of God, O my tongue.
nifsa 79 afg 985 A3s G0t 995 dafde 7 & e 191 T |
anik baar kar ba(n)dhan sa(n)than oohaa(n) charan gobi(n)dh jee kae basanaa ll1ll rehaao |l
Humbly bow to the Saints, over and over again; through them, the Feet of the Lord of the
Universe shall come to abide within you. II1l[Pausell
nifea 33 afs gnrg 5 Uk |
anik bhaa(n)th kar dhuaar n paavo |l
The Door to the Lord cannot be found by any other means.
3fe faurg 3 of afe e nay
hoe kirapaal th har har dhhiaavo II1Il
When He becomes Merciful, we come to meditate on the Lord, Har, Har. I11|
afe an afd &9 5 A |
kott karam kar dhaeh n sodhhaa |l
The body is not purified by millions of rituals.
RIS Hig HE USET 112
saadhhasa(n)gath mehi man parabodhhaa I12Il
The mind is awakened and enlightened only in the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy.
l121l
f3ms & g3t 7g o wifer |
thrisan n boojhee bahu ra(n)g maaeiaa |l
Thirst and desire are not quenched by enjoying the many pleasures of Maya.

& &3 AIY Y uTfemr 113))

naam laith sarab sukh paaeiaa II3ll

Chanting the Naam, the Name of the Lord, total peace is found. I13Il
UIgaH Y 3T e |
paarabreham jab bheae dhaeiaal |l
When the Supreme Lord God becomes Merciful,
g 5759 38 g2 AG 1813
kahu naanak tho shhoottae ja(n)jaal l14/13Il
says Nanak, then one is rid of worldly entanglements. lI4/I3Il
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