ISSN 0972-2335

a9fi & = arfast i

(91 U 3 HOS' 1 TT9T HTIT »idTr 1108)

MT&ddt AUTEd
3T. ATaitg fAw @




ey faogssT IMPATIENCE FOR UNION

it fraet fAaet Ha aret, Faded away in His deadly absence,

A Jfent HAT yTr, T8 YT | only a year is gone, ah ! gone.
HA A9 T B famrr \ra, Reduced to skeleton is the body,

ISt 3fe ardhrt g, I g9 | bones are ground into bran, ah ! bran.
3ty 39t feg faogs Ifaa, Squirming restlessly for His vision,

HIdt 9d7 feg g2 | heaving sighs the days are gone.
A3y foe fae 2us nirsg vy, Moist eyes wait day and night,

25t €<t TIH < ga ! to have His glimpse before the dawn.
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Donations to AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST are
eligible for relief u/s 80 G of Income-Tax
Act, 1961 (43 of 1961) vide CIT/-I/ CHD/
Tech./ 80-G/ 2008-939 dated 19-05-2008
valid upto 31/03/2012 and now valid in
perpetuity, Cheques/Drafts should be sent
in the name of AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST
payable at Mohali. Donations can also be
sent by money order at the address
AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST (Regd.) 422,
Sector 15-A, Chandigarh-160015. The
Donations can be made by Electronic
Transfer also. The bank details are :
AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST Saving Bank A/c
No. 65079603302, IFSC : SBIN0018141
in the State Bank of India, Phase 3B2,
Mohali Punjab Branch. After such a
Deposit, please inform us your Name and
Address as also the deposit details to
enable us to send you the receipt.
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g3larg T Ueat Aded ugs feus orfent st oHmm »iagns T Je9 faar
3| fer ¥ fog U UAry JaledAet I,20 UTH I3t ni3 Hisnt € Agadt o
5 1 T UH Aded Bt I fd 357 TAUS™S mis 99 ar9ss I | 98 UTH Aoed g9t
J fHE »iH 9o AT s 76 | forae 8 96 99 Aded 12 I fag Ut #t nret
TAUSS J1 8 a3 &g Aded 10 I fag nide od i3 31 € &t od J1 ffa
36 @9 Aded 23 I T8 % 326 W3 903 A9 Ha6 J6 | fEx as 29 Aded
25 I | 78 UA™e golearct € AT e HA® 76 |

YASS 093t 3 ARl Jenlt A | feast yrsat § 88 Ot 86 3 uge aEt YeHa ni3
niftrmiug feuret fee e 1937 fog feg aer yarahnt fasmat & e et s9ar 3
feg Ao+t ydies a1 fa3Ta % &% 3™ A a9&T, fed AT o3 f&x aH3T Ial
AT 1gE feg et 33dt a9 aretnr I8 | feast § Ud g8 THe a1 981 U feg g
mmﬁwaWWWﬁWM|mmuwﬁw
fee Is |

g31913 T Uedt Aded 378 HIT YIT J 1976 Hﬁ)—l?ﬁ?fe—v’ﬁmrflwﬁwﬂ
U'FEWFBTWLB?ﬂ'Eﬂ'Lﬂ'Fﬂ'WﬁHéddI 96 Ued Aded feg fagofer Juz
g9 Afgnm 18 1 319 difae fiw aen S Sa99Ta H 1Uest Aae *9 Ifdfentt
fage @ 29 Y & Ho'6 9¢& | fer AN © A Ha! <t 99 U9 Uedt Adeg of
fig feT fed & met 3 £ Ha™® udle & B8R & wI g fonr 3 g fUss 32 A
&n feg 3fag 3T Tt

feR Foeg 99 »muU3 3=s ff9 T9ar v ®ifeydl I fast &dg 3 feg
fanfet aret 1®mde fou fer srfegdt Ko mdte 393 fiw It ughrt arghnrt
YRS & Tt J€ft 95 | Uhnde st I35 AR B e siegdt = yTm 513 fonr
J 1 BAUS 326 fT9 »iddt AN J¢ Ifde I& | 1 <t o8 & A% I9 Je3 AT
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Jrfes qger fgar ot | feR Adeg @9 a9 difde fAw se J fAusT o<t fidt &
AEU3 AGAOHt T Ed g9 MRS d93s w3 ®a99 der Al e
E | I o fiee ©f fenras <t fer 33 3 31 8as T <t AgaraHm
jﬁwﬁaﬁ%ﬂwvaﬁmqwﬁww'oewmﬁeﬁwfgaﬁrmwm

Uedt Haed 8 Haat € 99 3379 <8 galefone! v Jet niftmud At et
g fer n@er 31 fag 3% Yarst © Syar @ Aeg J 37 fer g yadt @ Has
Hux Ifde I I6 1Uedt 2 K9 NI wiftmmux 3aed org fRw fRw 3fde As |
IS 3% N WidHI 9% AteT I AT 3 UArdT f@9 91 J96 et ga13t frgeT AT |

Yegt g g dardt Az 2 93 feves 379ed Has fiw diemer Ifde A |
fAgst § miuE fan Aeeg A fefonraet o Ao aafentt 2uer AF | Gust &t gu
ST famir 37 8 afas ®dr -3 »i famr I HI I8 99 81 9w 3 Us @37 fesT|
3 I3 nigg+t 9 fou@z &a1 1 1 37 st o ufast @19 famim AT 1 7 fouer dfenr
5 fooa famrr 3 HY I8 I9m U fonT| HE w3 9799 Jee JIT G9T At 88
wrgET AfET, I I3 5T Inr AR & 11 fAgs aH Bast § fhws famr A 18T afos
T I It &7 fipor |

fer 3 5037 fAoT »idl 3759 gwdtg fAw few IfJe A | 89 Agardt aoa <9
SIIIT AG |IG MHT TH 7t 99 I fegrar @8 yIH3 8oat & YRS H ug
9" AT | BT MFHT HI W3 M7 HiE AS | MUE HAS W3 YASS § UATE! gatedret
g AuT AUt ASOT A9% AG |

Jegt gt 39 379eT 99996 AW sTeaag Ifde A | Basf T wa i fage 3
f3gm AT 17" 99 &7oq €< i 79 F & AT 309 J9 3J A 3T nigrAs fesg
Icieat Jur IfdeT AT I Buwt & 3i® g3 <9 ‘9% 98 Ao 833 fAgr nir Afer
A 1 83aT € w3 I3 @ UArdt ATfo3 979~ &Ted 979 It I1sT 93T Jehf A |

Jegt @t f&g It A9 Ui 3t 2 arEts 37aed Afded fRw Jadt 7 =7 wa
H‘TWH?%’T@WHW&E?M%HT@EWBT@ULBaaa B3ae &dt
A&, At 8% ‘feg gar 3, U9 H fer g e 371 fodle 3t ata &diar 1 G gerfest
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T ni3d ANSTET IfJT A5 18T niH 39 3 »uE we ¢ fEq aH9 &9 nigoat @
fEq ygTE oety IEted 3 8 891% 7% It o2y s9e Ifde AG | STdcd Jd&t ot
g39eTon 88 fagt 3 Uhig 3t it Bust B8 993 A9 arHeTe YeHT nf3 3ud
T3 |

8Ia" T WT T BAFA ATTHE It 37d<cd fagu® fRw faredt © feees Ifde
Ao I figst 3 fheer o9 @9 I A9ed J Afe A I Adeq Ueat At fee a3 A
Yerd IH fiw 7t 3fde 39 75 1 80 fewez &t Hoz As | Bost €t YA ‘Ig o
@ Ao q&° A9t He S8 yASS Idt I 1Uedt 3t &g dardt @ Syt € yASS
fosuz T fammat & fiw  3fde As 1 8ust § H aet @9 foan 3 For ftmr |

W Uedt §F f99 faare 3 Ifder Bt €8 Ao It »ing fRw mis<ae Ifde
Ao | 805" 3% fEa € T79 5deq g99As fHw fod gatesfict @& nie 3 Hg 8Jst
3% Ad 96 ©F Har fHfen 3 €9 A9 &% Halts It grdtani™ 979 di®T o9<
JJ 189 It femH ‘GHIE 7’ wiret A 3 Buat B8R ST aret oms ‘fes g fomr I

N gT 3 Jedt Aded feg It Ifder 9f | §ust AT 3 9T 19T i3 gut &7
H9 J | feust fegerat T wat 336 Swfont @aat &t e nia 2 g&9T faar @ A<l
JIfegst § T vz e T A Uedt Aded 9 AT Ifd § A9EdsT YT
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FITTJ|
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B9, ATHEL, fRwt »i3 3SHH : 935 AT

3T, I9e™H Hw

JOHT3 FaN3 T 839 feg Su-J 1936 A & AN -AH GdieTs utfent
J feat fog" a&at, Aend=, fiwt 3 3HE 1936 car® <U Y AE® 'S AEUS
IG | Y- H3 HIUIHT i3 99 UBX AUAMST & qrgarar of Afgmr, fanrfim
YTE, HEE J1936 N3 -39 A € THUSET UdudT § HREES Ju <9 feaAs
1371 fegt Afontt & HE9E A8 s AaTae § it uduar &% Asar A, 88 fidt
T yog9 yAg wet fex afAftrs ygga gt f3nrg a9ar & At g g
MEHAS »i3 fedt feurs gnrar fegt Ardhn HaA3T & Su-3u AgTst '3 frusret
T USUTT I%TET 7 caAT ududT 3° fHT A wifHT Ju few ygrfes A fer J9a
fefanragtn =8° ufge e 991 9Hf3 Faits © fefsorAx feaA feg <t niAt
feat 93 frusret AETat 3 HAg= § fer Aeds feg ugee It |
ST TIAS

H3 grar & fAw #t €1 naeTet feg &1 fAHTs 3 91et YIJ © 57%-61%5 a1d
3RS T T9 W TIATE S1I3& USUTT & frweret < At 94t | Ug yfio siesate
A3 A fiw #t fer 2o s Aafus 991 fegt 3° fewer gt gt gdH
IHH, TITH THH M3 widgt 9uR 3 feger yfifu 3g% oed smet artar < fen
A &% AYU3 99 | YIHT 93699 Y. T9Hs AW, ATger A8<Td; 37et JI8H
fiw Aarudt, ITET 9996 fRw IAMe, 3Tt Tfdeg fiw A<t wife feA cars @
TIAE AT93a1E TS |

3t 39 AW fer 2o © ANSST 8RS ig3sh feg” Yy 75 |
TIIHS AN I Byt fAW, gam ww fRw ©F nigieret feg fer e ©f d3s
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UIUTT & TS © YI1d ST6aHT I8 fed {5939 9% IJ I& g AR -AH f4-
Y GRS S93a1E o936 ©f fu®et fed nr3d I | (Fee Afantt € a™H T He= &dt)
AInfEt 2o

STET IGE T HI gniTdT d1d WT € ST HI'S WIS MIfGs HIUT 'S
fefzam e fenm fIAm J fagh & goHfonmeT § »muE Aies T nifeus
nigl geTfen BE fAdt @ ugog &t feeaodd Gaems < utfen)
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f[JeAS™S, UTIAS™S & @8 3 gie gTet g%y fRw A1 & fegrer 3t
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I AHT 3Tt nirAT fRW & AT fosmet | A 1973 3 HI3 319y fRw At
H<T UE SSA™ & AIUTHS AG THGT €ndT »idx IS, JoH M3
TAUS™S BT U8 © &TH 3 I%'E JIT I < A-RUHET oA feg 2oA™
T Hfg™=T MaATg USUTaI3 1936 ©f fHitmT g g fadsg o3t ar
IJt | fefSs It 77 difeonis car® feg qggret A <F fAusret
3 IniE Y-Y g '3 JIHT3 Hd3 =7 UdYg I IJ I&| It
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YITd O®8T BEI YI&T J13T | It IH TR, 3Tt Aa13 TRw, 3Tt UgH
fRw, st 935 fRw miz 3=t J98a fRw for cars feg digss <
usst sge8e IJ |

1916 3 1947 3 It IH fAw 3 fAwt T8t zars feg
fefenaenrt § IaHf3 3 FAdfs 5% Afanmi €57 3° gmie 38t /a3
AW & fer 2aAs fed 3adtas 56 A fefenaamit & ganTs Halts
o frueret fest | It Y3 fRw 3 37t 91 TR © mArfarge 9ot yisH
fAw & fer caA® fed Bgr AHT fefengdm § wae Si93s ©F
fruset fest vy 33T A fosgg 3% o936 I9¢ As 1S
fefentragimit & 2t 33t A &1 JOHTS Hafts <t TR fee a1 nmy
& 1950 3° 1971 3 feR 2o fed nusht Aeret festnrt| Iran
U3H W 3° amfe 37t 9919 AW & 1975 371985 3 JTHT3 Hall3
of fRymet fest | vy ufast fer cars © fefonrge! S Ifo g A |
TISIHS AN foA eaAs feg 3ret Ied13 fiw g2 Au3(THRES) %
I35 & AT {537 9T I6 | vy & et fagHs fRw ¥sAT 3 Ha 1980
3'1982 feg g¥7 703 T oA feu sig3s of ffimr yu3 oSt |

SHOt 2TTAS

JIHT3 HaM3 © YfHT Ha3arahn H3 Ages fRW dlud< & 1900
2 IIIT SHST & AE'G '3 £k oA T ota3s f frgsret 27 nirdg
3T MUS 936 o fifanr du9 cdA™® w3 fy-7y SRzl 3
Y3 JISt AT digde ATfog a3 © JEt A A8 99 HJd AS |
fegt & aet fHitmigEnt § Si93s € HitT fest »i3 ‘A fvas
HIN3' a™HA AT 936 Joae © f£d fem® Hafd A3 3o feg

YSTTHS IS e | II3HS AX I YI3H AW ©f naeret feg fer
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oA feu Jta93s € fuwret fsd3g festar adt I

JIIHT3 Ha3 Tt Y- 936 AT AEUT JIGHT3 Halt3
INI-JIH 3 AN fesar =% fod39 ¥7 9n 7dt I fegmar &
HATIET HoA3 fRw (ifAAeE YeRra, 9Hf3 Halls, H3T gadT o,
g3fgarg Arfow) IaH3 FHall3 &t cars €3 ¥ a9 34 I5 1 fen
39T TU-TY S1936 IAS AEU! °F § 2 BIHTI3 13T A f9ar I
feg ¥ o= fefsgma Safenrt 3 Ahvs &dt mar ferm feo feat
SIA® Ehoft HEE 936 Jgaet & Hafd 39 38 i3 fest €
fersr 3 FuTe rfed & USudT § UETeE & J9d Adr I | Art
ZIAS & AT TAftmiradher, 8A3TE niftriugdt medh A 297 fegt
HuU goa= feg €2 A3 &d1 A, fer &t figh = faag &dt a9 Ad
At 8ot Arfontt 3* findt © Aed T |

a3 T3fe3 Sta3s caA® 3 fewer fiy Ug feg =t AR
JoHf3 Haftz T {5939 yo9 yA'g a9 Idhtt g5 frigt o8 Fie®
FHH 3T, I ITHT IoHT3 FERSI8e 3B<sT AT, JoHT3 Hafl3
ITEH MdTUT ATTdY, JTHTS A3 SMT-gaHT3 Halts fegmar Uars
gotedtAct Ufenasr nitfe feR ¥39 <9 yHy 76 |

TSt YSAT 3 Hul, JeHf3 Halls 9
JoHf3 Hefts fesmar, Ut gateafndt, ufenrsr
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BHAI PRITHIPAL SINGH MOHAN PAL SINGH A LINK WITH
THE MUSICAL HERITAGE OF NANKANA SAHIB

Harjap Singh Aujla

We all know that since the days of Maharaja Ranjit Singh's empire “Gurdwara
Janam Asthan Sri Nankana Sahib” and “Sri Darbar Sahib Amritsar” have been
acknowledged to be the two shrines where the Sikh musical heritage was preserved at its
pristine and sophisticated best. Other historic shrines used to look to these great places of
worship for inspiration and guidance.

“Sri Darbar Sahib” is with us and we have extensively heard “Gurmat Sangeet” by the
musicians in its service. We know this music since the days of Bhai Santa Singh and his
contemporaries. We have also heard the music of Bhai Samund Singh ji of “Sri Nankana
Sahib”, but other than Bhai Samund Singh, we have not been really conversant with what
his other contemporaries were singing.

At least | had the curiosity to know as to how the other, particularly the famous Rababi
Kirtanias, used to sing “Gurbani” at “Gurdwara Janam Asthan Sri Nankana Sahib. To my
good luck, by chance, | stumbled upon a musician, who represented the second generation
of the refugee Raagis from Nankana Sahib.

It was the year 1976, | was posted as a sub-divisional engineer construction at Patiala.
Police buildings in Fort Bahadurgarh were under my charge. | observed a huge sized Sikh
wearing white clothes coming out of Gurdwara Bahadurgarh Sahib. This gurdwara is
situated on the opposite side of Fort Bahadurgarh. Aman, who knew this individual, told me
that he is the finest classical musician in Patiala. He introduced the individual as Bhai Mohan
Pal Singh.

True to my extrovert nature, | tried to open up with this so far mysterious musician. He
quickly judged my curiosity and asked me if | have heard about Bhai Pal Singh Jaswant
Singh and Bhai Gurmukh Singh Bhai Sarmukh Singh Fakkar of “Sri Nankana Sahib™? |
answered in affirmative. He told me that he is one of the descendents of this great family of
musicians. But he wanted me to hear him first and then decide if he is a worthy descendent
of the famous Kirtanias of the yore. | asked him if he knew the Reets, in which Bhai Pal Singh
Jaswant Singh used to sing at Nankana Sahib. He replied yes he can sing most of their
“‘Reets”. He gave me his home address, but he had no phone.

One fine holiday morning | decided to see him at his residence. He lived in a poor
neighbourhood called “Tripuri” in Patiala city. The street leading to his home was only partly
paved, the rest was potholed, muddy and dusty with milch cattle tied on both sides. On
reaching his home | knocked at his door. The unpainted door was opened by Bhai Mohan
Pal Singh himself. He was happy to receive me. He asked his lady to warm the milk for the
guest, but | refused. He asked a young boy of twelve to bring the Tabla. He sang “Bilaskhani
Todi”. From his “Alaap” he appeared to be a pupil of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, which he
proudly admitted he was. He said during early sixties he and his cousin Prithipal Singh were
sent to Khan Sahib Bade Ghulam Ali Khan in Bombay to learn the finer points of the singing
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traditions of “Patiala Gharana” and this training helped them a lot professionally. Ever since
that training, they have been doing “Riaz” of what they learnt. While in Bombay they met
legendry playback singer Mohammad Rafi too, who offered them lucrative assignments as
chorus singers in film industry, but they politely rejected the offer saying that they don't want
to quit their ancestral profession of singing for their Guru. He said even these days we both
keep visiting Malerkotla to learn more about music from Ustad Bakar Ali Khan, the most
accomplished music teacher of Patiala Gharana.

| was impressed. My father (Late Sardar Sochet Singh) lived in Chandigarh. During his
college education days in Lahore Government College, he used to occasionally visit
Nankana Sahib and was impressed with the singing skills of the Rababi Kirtanias of
“Gurdwara Janam Asthan”. He was quite curious to hear the voices of their descendents. |
promised him that | shall bring them to Chandigarh for a special “Kirtan Diwan” at my father's
residence. Butthat moment eluded us. My father died on August 31, 1976. He could not hear
them singing, but they were present and performing Kirtan on his “Antim Ardas” a few days
later.

Bhai Mohan Pal Singh was always telling me that his cousin Bhai Prithipal Singh is even a
better Kirtania. While in Patiala, | did not have the privilege of listening to Bhai Prithipal Singh
and a desire to listen to him remained in my heart. But | often used to go to “Gurdwara Sri
Dukh Niwaran Sahib at Patiala” and often heard Bhai Joginder Singh Mohinder Singh, the
cousins of Bhai Mohan Pal Singh and Prithipal Singh perform “Gurmat Sangeet” and they
were mesmerizing.

After coming to America, | had the privilege in 1985 of inviting Bhai Mohan Pal Singh, who
was accompanying Bhai Shamsher Singh Zakhmi, to perform Shabad Kirtan at Gurdwara
Bridgewater New Jersey. | made some recordings too. Bhai Mohan Pal Singh's voice was
power packed and highly cultured.

A few days ago a friend of mine guided me to listen to Sikh devotional music on
longislandkirtan.com. | did and to my surprise in the folder on old vintage Kirtan, | stumbled
upon some recordings in the voice of Bhai Prithipal Singh. There is Asa Di Vaar in two parts
and there are 2 more MP-3s in the voice of this musician. After listening to these four folders,
| rediscovered some remnants of the great traditions of “Shabad Kirtan” once alive at
“Gurdwara Janam Asathan Sri Nankana Sahib”. | request all the genuine lovers of “Gurmat
Sangeet” to listen to Bhai Prithipal Singh's “Shabad Kirtan”. In some very small pieces he
has given glimpses of his mastery over this dying art. Both Bhai Prithipal Singh and Bhai
Mohan Pal Singh are not alive anymore. Both died a few years ago before attaining the age
of sixty. Both lived and died in poverty. Our community never recognized their talents. They
have been tormented financially but they never abandoned their traditions and never
compromised with their music.

harjapaujla@gmail.com
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