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Please forward your e-mail Id.
at drjagirsingh@gmail.com
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A Donations are eligible for relief u/s 80G
of Income-Tax Act, 1961 (43 of 1961) vide
CIT-1/CHD/TECH/80G /2008 - 939 dated
19/05/2008 valid upto 31.03.2012
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(H3 1989 € f<5)

AT iz dlg3a et gauT ads /T ga J, et |
feg "9 a3 < efogd AEaT AIA9 9= |
A ST ggaTHGT=T IITS HAT IS, THHT IHET |
S AfgGaT T Afrm e H TTHa T |

y: gaH1T fHur
gIg 373 YTBHT IBH, HI daIT 3919 (TTHAETS)

A feT are & 93t a3 g8t  fa »ifg
1935’ TIHC B JOHI3 AEN3 & JaHs fumrmar
FEET FE HAF U39 Wiz dle3s’ Mg aiaT
77 fagr 31 3973 A9 yfssmst w3 Aer 9=
T8 JIOHY fema 3t S nigreret Js fea G@erags
T HS WG T |

FBudl feg 935 Tt yus I IAf3IE 7 3
&t 9% 98 T A1IIa T T I | JregTST e
YTd JoHT3 HaM3 yduar § arfed du o Jt atsr

AT ASET J | JeESt T Y99 JeHf3 a3 uguaT
Eafer U I 13T AT AIET I |HE Yaas M I fa
‘M3 J1935” graT AT fAg Jezs &
Zfwret & Orrae a9ar 8 &<t Wizt feu fem
T Ha M3 fer feg Hor93 IWs J95 &t Uga
feGar

F7. fEeau® fiw,

g “EEAE Ea ”;25; ]E ‘TE;EE; :V‘ 1A 2

VAT AFS e §95 HasT

HY 73T W& e 931 at ymt et »y At &
fer mswGar€en ‘3|

F7el gIgH fFur Tait

(AIrgat &%)

FJOHIF HaTF & TIHE e m3 wa ug
IO T IUTET U3S ABTWIHATJ |

Sl i yareT,

AB9S AT 3T, Hl BYHET Fiad AT FATEET, BlamaT

Hof millions

©

CHD 2723333
PKL 1579888

CONTAINS NO FRUIT / CONTAINS ADDED FLAVOUR

c PEPSI

Salad Bar & Restawrant

Serving Jndian, Chinese, Continental & Jtalian Food
with a regular Jndian & Salad Buffet

For Free Fame Delivery

{above Bs. 100/-)

SALAD BAR 2723222
MOH 2264300

SCO 76-79,(First Floor) Sector 17-E, Chandigarh. Tel: 272322, 2723111, 2704858
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%
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a8 addnne
‘nifyz dtess’ Sto st e femr
iz dte3s T y=u »ig Stv 7w ufost 3o3 Jut feg udfemrr it 168 3 &
< 3 JHf3 Hait3 AUl Mdat gt WesT=t TUdhiT I8, 7 373 &% MTET
TB nigr f&g AYt gatar | fer »ig e 397§ y=n »iad =% Auedt 9= ‘aaf
g63MT UZs BET UM 99 9J 97 7% dF et 219 fiw 7t &7 ffq va3<yas sy # 8¢
g /it St TH9 a9 39 IF | BT =78 »iat feu St ie ufost gt miaret fe<
IT 9< BY AT U3J P I3rar |
(TG FESPHT - T8 1989)
W&t fies feg afts e 3T HiS<Uds AE™s J | geaTet feg ‘Hra ot mite’ <% 99
HIAT € 578 375 ‘IHS 1935 313 € mirtn <t fet aet I 11g 3T feg wirle frues
Ju feg e@lg=s I8t 71 #g s e wrud It dle3s & geer funm 3 ge feo ng
Ales e wf&uz %ar g fapar J 1
JIIeTaT e 3f9ars ATfay, raeTaT gy faeras Arfog w3 Iy it anarg mrfog feg
Jgdl Iait =0 34T FaeT AT | AE fu3T At (et €3 iy ugan eTvmlee e 8
I3 & feg Trus IfemT 3708 & fiftdT & Ha STt UaH, IiT ST M3 d1d3s &
713y g5 o3 | 91935 Ha Bet Qurlear 3 faz =34t =ng g famm | firftus Afadte
finur Gat <t fifepn mz wimtee = Aear fon 439 few oo bt =n yen ot | faprrat
&% fw 99t 3 3t o935 Iat Baret & ieT 96 vy 3t & fom|
IS T ATUS HaehdT a9 o3 | 37. gfged fiw Gt 3ot & gt »ateTet W3 I8at
=B A3 € Afgae3T Aear Wt 9. 3. e 9 (I Arfoes &t aet w3 feits er
AHY) yar Sfenm | {mme Ag® i 893 feg 57. dius fiw eeet M3 7. saua e &
<t fer 439 feg Jo oy a9& ev @3ma faaT|
. gafreq fing 3 “Ummet fefa@s’ feu dtagatrt a9 nifmmava gt &7 &t st ma
‘w3’ feg dlags Sut 9 feueht gy Fa=T & d193s § U3dadl © 439 feu fea
nifow AETs fee@e eruzgs ai3T|
feq™ Byt & Uz & mvdlaT few afge A. goay fiw #iasT, 7. w3 fing vos, 7.
3fregnl3 frw urdteT, 37 mufees finu g, 7. €€ fiw vsder, 37 Hivee fiw vrmg
nrfe & WE »vdtar g&T & fung Afgare fiesT 7 <t fa3 dtezss a9 mAier of 3t
dtg3s Az a9 Har Iet J | fer Har & Yar a9 &et fer uaa e fonrrs nirfenT 1193
&t 8a fywsT fes’ fos S 3at 7 | fer et mgat I fa dlazatnt, Aafamt W3 yioat
& d1935 © A Iyt 79 Aredat 9= | feg Areardt qufent sta3s it iawt 397 dla36
Jd ATET I M3 AI3T TUY MTEE H'S AEET J | YU St d193a1e w3 d1935 €t igs
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Jait 3§ q9& © AHIE I AIE I& |

fen € 578 578 RISt TBAT M3 sttt feg feit3 € fen feg dtagas yerst
& HIZ=Uas Aus feg AT faor § | ug fer 979 Arfaz &t wre aras fefenmagint & niy
et 7 1 Ast afam 3 fa it fegt A It & yow feg @R adte |

U9 feg mmH 39 3 I foH wignTd ANGTET ya g J1St ArfemT gaait

1) JIHIF ATz Ugua™ 2)meEaat

©) Sy Sy arfes FEbt ©) Feitgarat 79

o) J1IIS IS STEHT St JiesPdt  »i) Irar g7a

®) yfig feftz-warfent g9 ) A3 At g9

) 1936 Argr=t a9 F) Fai3 979 Y3 yA3ar g9
T) Ha3 dHet w3 faarast a9

3) Fanz fifamr 4)fgtge gearet

©) mae arfes feat €)dtg3s wagar g9

) JIH s o fafamr %) HIT3 AMTIMT 79

g) 395" Hfamr

H) He< arfes /e feut

J) mee fegg I ye

yggT geeT fod fenast €t aidar 3 g7a9 J | fer et §: funimar fiw vross, | 7t .
ISt w3 g, 9t 2. SUST T U3sT AedT i3 dt93s cane’ et mErusT St3t aret |
faerfeaie 8< er fegrg g fom|

WTH J ITTS AfTHTT M MTHITSTE AedT »HT I9 Ha1S 39731 iais Afog ot Aer

FIT I |
Communication Centre Premium Event Centre
Formal Restaurants Millennium Centre
Exhibition Rooms Deliberations
Accommodation ;
Abhinandan
Informal Eating THE AROMA Exporama
Tours & Travels p d
Conferencing Mind Set
Floral Shop Art Craft

Sector: 22 - C, Chandigarh,
Ph.: 2700045-48 Fax : 0172-2700051
E-mail . hotelaroma@glide.net.in
Website : www.hotelaroma.com
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(@& 1989 € #q feg)

gait, =3t 3 famst
37. gvet 29 fAwr

At 99 drg Afog At € weet § 99
Afogs & gar few efswr T,
feg yoe J fa Wiz 193 J96 =8
It ggratmt § fegt meet € G ot
gar feg arfes g9 € wieAd WS,
fagt feg fa Qg fama a3 @ I=|
I AS MUT did3s dds <% Iai
JgEt g€ HME 3Iq fag I® I5 fa €9
ygrehnt ggsT § fsar Qar g st
gd ? AT gTeT § grart ehmt ITat
Iafemt feg fem 3g- M@Us &ar e
J5 fa g=t @ ue <t sta €99 feu
&I MeE, ust Iw QA It J€t T
39 fam gar @ wge faw gar feg W3
far =9 & fan g1 € =9 few arGe
BT UT TS| A AE IF It g9 It 3T
49 WeT 593 &d HT, Ud g EStiT
o qH =t Iaitt JgTEPHT & & fa T,
WMIGTI JI39& ©F g7 AT g &ar
Ug 95| g= fegt At &% dlevs &t
Jeq U A< I, Ud ydreT Idar H

few I35 &9 UT IS I3 JETST <
"dg Jds ®aT UT Is| fegt g3t Er
INBL MUF II3E &% IY &dI° At

" & 75 i, 2 shdt, Quenat W3
fapstt @ 9 3T I9& Bar U, Ud
MUST MAST oM, MIg3 MYF dld36
fammar @< It wrer feg T fa fea =6
3T WA 935 € I ¥9 I AT=dit
w3 gd UG 7 '3t & farrstut
&, Quenat § WMy wrue gn feg
fHoss F9at u=alt, A gatut § Fmar
five € &% dt Fgat ug, fAm Fea
(F9€ dld3s 3 <ydl) ddat A< Ugr 3°
get ot gued few o § yIr &9 Aaar,
&It 3T IO WA Uer T ATSdr F 99T
gHt & Jae JIT <t fan a9 € J96 €
srfea ot Ifgear| fed aga #A™ few
Y €T 99 &9t I U9 feg gqus fag
39 UEr? (HU w3 wY3) d193& ASS &
IIT @ B Ufa® =T &4dt faar| o=

MEF d1936 gH9T He & feaae J95
¥ Al F g9 ger 7T J1 yge A few
APt ge8 e gy st @r Jer
At, I9ibdT €7 &9t | g&fd A9 Iait I
I¥ ¥ IH QuenaT @ St FI5 Har U
T&: MIETS WMEH3T © MUS H3 &8
HI9® J9d a193s feg It oA &ar ug
I& | OF I MEHIT & wreMt JragTst
€ A5 I fUg ge A &5 W3 a<t
gat faprastt & ay St mEe die3s

Hargt fd/ Jgredt Aee Aee Jg wad
gt ATyt It mes feg AT T
At 95 | At gestit 3ig we few
H&t &9t I8 ug I9 feq o &gt I
fegas &t 83 71 8< qg At B oAt
Harat Amdtyt Afent gaehdt As | ug a9
A & few swa Ifgaw w3 T69ss &
fig mt Ifepyr Sfewr A, feg wfgwmer
SOt At fd A= WA & =9 2% <t At
yi'e, Mée € ufgg &F Jat <8 <t At
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ynre, fig g @8 =t At yne,
gfgam € ™ & At ywe, diess
A8 2% = At yire | &t i3 T
€ =9 <% fAgg WM ©F =9 o Jet
AT

I AT @ T9 feg wa® yay &
IAS &% AN @bdt guTHT @F SauT =
gt feg fiforr famr I, ug €1 =8
WTHT @ ¥9 Irfes 95 3 fAee gmait
frur weet & fenrfinr & war ¥ F A
W3t &t gust & SIB<E &4l a1 UT
A | faffa #ififg <@ des yi3Hr <%
He & feaaEe dged sarge e It ger
J, 8 I gt € gHlE vy HigEw a9
B¢ A5 | QUd3 HoH 93 I UAE B 3T
YT AT d1936 MUF Jg dE Afog AT
@ gt & 9t ger At yae gde 2%
wWTée @ 9ot § o A< gdr Uer At 3T
Har3t yae 89 d oY a9 feg St
As | Quaz eufag 3 fig agr ewmar fiy
UgIH € I &R A¢ A5 fgg oW
faprabyt @ "t QUIZ 995 I=® <t
gat 7 @ fed = gau™HI Jer A
Afot & Fed & 9t 3 fug A afgew
T Us J JgaeT At 3¢ TS UTH =gt
M3 AHPAT HSPHAT ATEbdT A | UAeTS
YHe 9 d d1936 AIS ©F It Jet At
fen 3t € &% graitdt, famrmatat,
TEAT & WF WF wWUST WuST Ao
ggaT Uer At Quew & aW ye Ig
Afogs MU ade A&, Ud fam @37 AT
fiy for g3 & 93 @57 UH waw
g9d U< J€ A& | WEeT Jd AfdEs
mse 7s fa few <% fow Quew <t 83
JI fAA q9a AT O WU 3 Wy =T
WEAd Ue g€ A& 3 €8T o € d9s
TH MUST MUST IH HIIOHT &8 Jde

A |

g< Jg@ A & fadeet @t I@ @
afog &7 & fust 98t § w3 it &t
foems w3 yug9 & fodedt g uan
7t &, fan a9d wt Ig I Afow =t <F
gt @ feuforr gwar Ayt feg
Suen J95 T I UTBAT Guemat @ J,
fAagt & oA (g € A9 gt fapust
MY & feW a T™HI HIdd Jd&| Ud
fAm 39 aet AAe fast gg A< feug
g WyST FH Wy It GueHa J¥ B¢
J&, fen 39t aet aan i »ue »Es
d1935 T9&5 € oH 34 QUEHTT,
farabt, 78T @ I I9& BT UT
5, fAn g9 »is dless & daA®
ygy fogor 31 ug I9s dat 7 =g few
J fa #arzt feg Iar @™ §U HET
Aes € = we foor 9 faffa €57 &
HYeT @ wWE9g wWdg wWge It st | fAn
g9d fAgs At Yt € Qug Tt ym 9
7T g5 Quena fegt At yuret &
gfg gar gwer ©F  farst & fagr &t
Aae, Ug gait fen 39t d9 mae I | fen
THI I €bdT WAS AAT3T JraibdT uTR
AT Yt Aest UAe ot I8 1 ud
UIHAT®T Eit Har3t & JraitT, garemT,
msTe e gfae, faw Fga gt fRw
dlg3s & 9ait 3gt Ji3T Joe | TSt i
9t I Akt geBe few fals Jv,
farmat qur feg J9d iy gan € »Est

MHBT &8 MSHIT & WMEBT @r
HE ST J9d fHY »E®T € AHes™ ©
AIE | WEIT Je8 MuE ToH (fiy waH)
& g33m frur & wat feg ot 3Iqt
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fegs afen g9 A< | fAR d9d (g & g€, Aq #Ad] et ToHasT et farst
(SHe) IH WIE3 HS™ IEEIB! U'E B Y§is Higuer, 7 g Afogs w3 g
gF AET| U fAd 3§ g€ ITEIBT Ut UTEAT AT & Hddd ST JEPAT I8,
fagr 7, 7 few 3g°7 &bt IEEtEtt v €9t ug afen sdt afc Aot gdr
B 3 vy &t fa few g®3zx § & dgbyt fost Forst § =T € € w9w
gt €5 A< M3 Jd&T A= §, 7 §U &I I AaeT, fAW F9d Ug e wE
MEHIT & T MTHS M3 MTUS WT ©F WF AdT €t AEI3T € W HF IR
JY ANY &7 d< € J= JUe 9 B | JET 7=dr W3 UIHI TI3T &It It |
A 39! A 39 (g feg 91 JrEt st ¥@F Arem, 16 Hel 1906 & &5 taee AlvS

For Sending Courier / Parcels Abroad at Very Cheaper Rates and Through
Leading Multinational Courier Companies and Qur Self Network Contact us;

FCML WORLDWIDE COURIERS

Sohan Palace, Opposite Bharat Nagar Telephone Exchange, The Mall, Ludhiana 141001

Ph.; 098888-22367, 098140-12567; batrasaab@gmail.com ; www.efeml.com
We Deliver Packages to Many Countries in the world in 48 - 72 Hs,

NELp NEEDY

NELp NEEDY

© TO LIVE LONG @ 10 LIVE MEANINGFUL LIFE

LEAD NATURAL LIFE JOIN TEAM HELP NEEDY

@ TO LIVE FOR EVER

L DONATE _2

® BLOOD e EYES e TISSUES e ORGANS e WHOLE BODY
[ AUNIQUE GIFT OF LIFE]
SEWAKS®' Charitable Trust (Regd.)
Regd. Office : SCO 1104-05, First Floor, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh-160 022 (INDIA)

Tel. : 0172-5012763, 93161-36268, 98722-84141 Fax : 0172-5012763
e-mail : sewaks@sewaks-helpneedy.com website : www.sewaks-helpneedy.com
BRANCH OFFICE : 2477, STREET 15, DASHMESH NAGAR, LUDHIANA (PUNJAB) PH: 2490820, 98156-18154

* \edical Sewa Centre : Village Jhanjeri, P.O. Landran, Tehsil Kharar, Distt. S.A.S. Nagar (PUNJAB)"‘
4 Medical Sewa Centre : Lal Kothi, Village Behlon, Morni Hills, Distt. Panchkula (HARYANA) L
% Baba Ram Singh Ji Chugh MEDICAL SEWA HOSPITAL, Vill. Gatauli, Teh. & Distt. Solan (H.P.) 4k

IN THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY SINCE 1994
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gait 78T : 3vEt B fAw yars i
3. Avaitg fiwr

et Hu fiw yors fiw e gt wgr
1947 3 ufgst aet yfia gt #7ar At
femr 78 9 faor #@er "t fa feg 78w
AT YIS BdT 578 dA1936 JdeT A
fa ‘afgd” & AIT &It Ty It T
HIS Y¥lE T T AT 3 99 uH fea femyt
SH9T & AT ATl UH J9d few A" =
»HT € 19 T 936 Fer fuY Faug,
H3 M3 dd< IF &% JoF AT

et Hu fiw fagr 7o yg € fiz #dt
# T ufarags feg J) @ AHUS AG|
geget € ged fegt & wa 3 ot Fait

& gEt yus fAw Iy €xt € =t
WMEATT et I9a feg Ao 3 593
yis Je A& |

el Hu fAiw yos faw € A8 &
yfidt & feq a9 feg <t At fa fem A9
& Adt Ov9 <t ymAr s € Aeynst
IHE Iat I feg AgT I ywAT dTe
3 ggg &t #er foor I few fem A9 &
WSt F®T € YSdHs BT FIYT NI
fHse 3T

feg AT a@was AINg feg ol9as

At fomg wengr feg I Wy gAdiesT
T GuoHa na® feg Tw® 3T 88 Wy
T W& yfig gt gvet dier fiw 39 &%
dfenm| mmyr feg €9t € sg3 ud A
¥< feq gn 3 yorfes A5l feo 4y S0t
& OvaT 39 fagrfomT)

et Hu fiw & »mue 33te get yurs
ffw &% fH® T g4t 7aT gsefemr| gret
yos fiw & et fiftr nue fis @
3% Qo g=r gy oW, ger fsow
TH € 39 3 BT /| few 39 feg dtass
frafenr arer At 3 S99 I®er A oWuer
JIBT I3 HAIBT Htl Wy IaT I feg
fols A& | 37t yors fiw »ys 97T HO
fiwr 3 Tt ygrfes As | wmmy Adt B
€5t € 78 € HEg 37| IE yus fiw
Jdat & get Sle fiw #t <t 993 fumrg
FIe A5 | IEt 9w A muE Sist

g9 few wige wt| iy mgans aTreeant
feg J€ 935 Ha=afewt feg <t fego
#gr fJAr Fer Atl 1938 & »ifiegwe feg
It araedn few few A9 & I Aq<3t
arfemt 3 g9t Afewt few gam AEs
THE 371 1943 § fmrsde feu ggt
AE'S IJHS 3T M3 A%Ud feu 39 FAds
Jr & AT AES JTHS 137

few oot A8 & fefoma g39 feu =t
gret fdar utfewmr| feg Qareat a9
Henr fenm@e 3 AgsT € yag I8 8T
A& | HOUd € Ag® € 4d9 988 &ef
3t FEr HU JIT & MUST HI'S I
fae<t Jy faar wti

Iet Hu fiw feg gograt @r §g3 Her
At I ™ AT HT € A& | MY I9 8 g9
5T g9 gde dfde A, o fegs &4t
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gfJ€ A& | UASAT USE, U'S dde 3 H 99 J9grs AW 33& < arel gt mmr <t
¥ 3T I° I My Juz It BT 9T T € foaes gT 3T =t w3 yefe3 @
et 9 fiwr & Ygar Aed My gt 95| A, 999ds AW 338 &HT T s
H3y fiw 3fes ‘geu=v med’ & sg3 st 38t6 3 &=t '3 mefenm aoe
Y99 Ja¢ A& | qE geenfont feg fegt 30 98| »y 991 feust =t g5 daw
& feg d@ wue UfsG wdte a f€371  FAead & »U § AHST Sud I AoHT63
few grait 78 & €H IV WAFAr oI T
fdenss € A9 Yy Afger fev dle3s U AId9 & gE HU i yors fwr
3T AAr3t € Har '3 € A% Igs few € gt A8 & dl9ss Y3t Aeet
=t fegt & dozs & A= A3t forrs feg Jufewt gt Hu fiw #t
FEt Yo fiw M3 €8 € 33 A, IE HOEST MEET € d AAHTE3 Si3TI

14> 1>

MHT Wd O HJI®B™ Y |

afg a sy foe fa3 forst i
Meditate continually on the Name of the Lord within your
heart.

Hat ATEY AO® 39Et IQl
Thus you shall save all your companions and associates.

1111

d9 A9 AfT Aer T &3 |
My Guru is always with me, near at hand.

fanfs fanfe far mer md nan a8 i
Meditating, meditating in remembrance on Him, I cherish Him
forever. ||1]|Pause]]|

397 ot HisT ®ar i

Your actions seem so sweet to me.

Ifg &1 UT9E &6g Hid 128U
Nanak begs for the treasure of the Naam, the Name of the
Lord. []2]142][]193]]

Page 394

UWeth best compliments fram a welloncstien
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yaHAs i & 313 uie, 13 file 3 13 Afas
BT A" o fere faaas gefomT

Ae W& feu o9 fo<a®T a9 Imas <t
FFTHI™H T YU 13T AT g T | fegt mEet
TTYJICST HESd JeeTdT ey faeas Arfaw
st fey farsta o e 2983 faaas
feg @9q Bara9 301 uiT ITBT THET @
dlgsH™s AEfuz d9s % ITHESF €
T A3 H93 Ay 398 Tred yaHn3 fiw
3 U3dadt &% fenm 39 '3 disars aafemt
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OBJECTIVES OF THE AMRIT KIRTAN TRUST

To provide financial aid to one or more educational, social, welfare
institutions, health centres, homes for the poor and the destitute in any
part of the Indian Republic or abroad.

To help the poor and deserving, regardless of their religion, caste and
creed.

To award stipends, scholarship or any other form of financial assistance
to the needy & deserving, preference being given to the destitute children
and orphans.

To help young men & women in imbibing their rich religious and cultural
heritage by promoting and organising Shabad Gayan competitions, essay-
writing competitions, Debates, Education competitions, etc.

To start and maintain institutions of general welfare or educational in nature
and to eradicate social evils through publicity, Lectures, display of relevant
films and publication of pamphlets.

To publish books, magazines and other literature, for children in particular
and the public in general, to inculcate in them the finest values of good
citizenship and to build up their high moral character.

To establish libraries for the benefit of the public.

That the benefits accruing from the objects of the Trust shall not be
restricted or confined to members of any particular community, caste,
creed, religion or faith.

To utilise the Trust for advancement of any other object of general public
utility.

10 That Surplus generated by any activity of the trust shall be used wholly

for one of the objects of the trust as specified above, whether in the year
of generation or be accumulated, to be used for charitable purposes in
any subsequent year

Note: Donations are eligible for relief u/s 80G of Income -Tax Act, 1961 (43 of

1961) vide CIT - | / CHD / TECH / 80G / 2008 - 939 dated 19/05/2008 valid
upto 31.03.2012
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BHAal SAMUND SINGH JI
A SikH RELIGIous MusiciaN PAR EXCELLENCE

Harjap Singh Aujla

"So kyon visre meri maaye" was a
"Shabad of Gurubani" being broadcast on
radio in a highly emotional tone and
texture by an unheard of but extraordinary
voice. This highly cultured voice completely
mesmerized me when | tuned in to All
India Radio Jalandhar-Amritsar some day
way back in 1952. Later on after the
singing of the Shabad was over, the
announcer politely exclaimed in Punjabi
"You have just heard the voice of Bhai
Sumund Singh Ragi singing a Shabad".
My father (Late Sardar Sochet Singh),
during the years of his college education,
had heard this sweet, magical, flexible and
emotive voice for the first time in mid
nineteen twenties at "Gurdwara Janam
Asthan Sri Nankana Sahib", during the
marathon celebrations of the Birth
Anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji.
Sirdar Kapur Singh, who later on became
an ICS Officer and a member of
parliament was with him. Since that
moment my father became a lifelong
admirer of Bhai Samund Singh ji and with
extreme reverence my father used to call
Bhai Samund Singh ji as the Samunder
of Gurmat Sangeet (the ocean of Sikh
Religious Music). In my case too from
that ominous morning of 1952, even |
became a big fan of the sweet, melodious
and enchanting voice of Bhai Samund
Singh ji. Whenever the gifted singer Bhai

Samund Singh ji happened to visit the
studios of All India Radio Jalandhar, he
was accorded the respect he amply
deserved.

The authorities of All India Radio
Jalandhar - Amritsar decided to fix every
Friday of the week for predominance of
"Shabad Kirtan" programmes at this
regional radio station. His other
contemporaries like Bhai Amrik Singh of
Amritsar, Bhai Gurcharan Singh Avtar
Singh of Sultanpur Lodhi, Bhai Munsha
Singh of Kapurthala and Bhai Harchand
Singh were invited to the radio station
once a month, but Bhai Samund Singh
ji was invited at least once in every
fortnight to perform live at Punjab's only
radio station. During those days this radio
station had a large number of its own
musical instruments including several
"Tanpuras" (a string instrument which
accompanies every North Indian Classical
musician during the rendition of pure
classical numbers). Bhai Sumund Singh
and Master Rattan of Phagwara were
always requested to choose any one of
the Tanpuras for accompaniment. Most
other musicians had to bring their own
Tanpuras. One of the staff artists, an
accomplished clarinet player, had become
a big fan of Bhai Samund Singh ji. He
was always insistent of accompanying
Bhai Sahib during rendition of "Shabad
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Kirtan". Similarly a violinist also was
always eager to play his instrument with
Bhai Sahib. These facts and several other
such incidents were told to me by Late
Sardar Jodh Singh, retired Assistant
Station Director of All India Radio
Jalandhar. During his twice a month visits
to the radio station, Sardar Jodh Singh
almost invariably invited Bhai Samund
Singh ji to have lunch at his residence.
They remained very good lifelong friends.
When Bhai Samund Singh died in
January of 1972, Sardar Jodh Singh was
in shock and disbelief.

Sardar Jodh Singh also told me that
the ancestry and relatives of Bhai Samund
Singh ji hailed mostly from the districts
of Sheikhupura, Gujjranwala, Lyallpur and
Montgomery. Sardar Jodh Singh himself
belonged to Gujjranwala district but, before
independence and division of the Indian
Sub-continent, he served as a head
master at Lyallpur (now Faisalabad) in
Pakistani Punjab. According to S. Jodh
Singh, strict religious discipline (Nitneim)
and regular "Riyaz" of the Ragas was a
hallmark of Bhai Samund Singh's lifestyle
from childhood onwards.

Bhai Samund Singh was born in A.D.
1900 in a relatively unknown village called
"Mulla Hamza" in Montgomery (now
Sahiwal) district in Multan administrative
Division of West Punjab. This district was
famous for its wealthy Sikh farming
community and was one of the favourite
districts of the British rulers. Although the
Sikhs constituted barely ten percent of the
population of that district, yet financially
they were very well off and were

controlling the economy of the area.
Sikhism had developed deep roots and
was thriving in this area. Several Hindu
families of the area also used to baptize
their elder son as a practicing Sikh. One
of the role-models for the Sikh community
of the area was the devout Sikh family of
Bhai Huzoor Singh ji, the illustrious father
of Bhai Samund Singh ji, and their
ancestors. At a very young age,
approximately between the ages of six to
ten, Bhai Hazoor Singh had set a
vigorous training regime for his son. He
was made to learn "Japuji Sahib" and
"Rehraas" by heart before the age of ten.
By the age of twelve, Bhai Samund Singh
had learnt at least one thousand Shabads
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib by heart. He
had also undergone proper ab-initio training
in several commonly sung "Gurmat
Sangeet Raagas" and other common
ragas by that age. For Bhai Samund
Singh training in Ragas and mastering the
technique and grammar of rendition was
a lifelong obsession. Even while lying in
the bed, he will have his Tanpura by his
side. He experimented with singing each
Shabad in several Ragas and Talls
(beats). Some of the Ragas were
prescribed in holy "Sri Guru Granth Sahib”,
others were similar in "Thath" (family) and
some were purely based on the time of
singing. Choice of the Raaga in
accordance with the time of the day or
night was very important for Bhai Samund
Singh ji

The family lived and served in the
historic shrines at Nankana Sahib (the
birth place of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji and
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the neighbourhood). At the young age of
twelve, Bhai Samund Singh used to
regularly perform at least one of the
several "Chowkis" of Shabad Kirtan
performed every day at Gurdwara Janam
Asthan Sri Nankana Sahib (district
Sheikhupura of Lahore division). The then
hereditary managers of the shrines were
called "Mahants". They had a number of
failings, which have been highlighted in
several written documents and
weaknesses in their opulent and indulgent
lifestyles, but they had something good
also to their credit. They were quite
knowledgeable about the requirements of
Sikh religious music. They knew the
correct structure of the Raagas and they
could quickly distinguish between an
accomplished Raagi (one who does
rendition of Sikh religious music) and an
ordinary Raagi. One such manager
discovered the extraordinary talent in Kaka
Samund Singh at the age of twelve and
he offered him a permanent position of
"Huzoori Kirtania" at the important Sikh
shrine.

Before the partition of Punjab, two
historic shrines were especially known for
their fine traditions of "Gurmat Sangeet".
One such shrine was the Golden Temple
in Amritsar and the other one was
"Gurdwara Janam Asthan Sri Nankana
Sahib". Dhrupad style of "Gurmat
Sangeet", prevalent during the time of the
ten Gurus, attained its peak in the Golden
Temple approximately four hundred years
ago. The "Khayal Shelley" of "Shabad
Kirtan" started taking shape during the
time of the Tenth Master Guru Gobind

Singh ji, but in Punjab it attained its peak
during and immediately after the reign of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Bhai Samund
Singh was basically an exponent of
"Khayal Shelley" of "Shabad Kirtan". Bhai
Samund Singh did sing some "Dhrupads”
too, which due to his great voice and
versatile modulation were considered
professional masterpieces.

By the middle of the nineteenth
century, most of the "Rababi Kirtanyas"
had mastered the rendition of "Khayal
Shelley”, but somehow they had the
tendency of extending the "Khayal" format
too long and wide by starting with a long
"Alaap” (before starting drum beat) and
gradually going into "Jorh Alaap" (including
drumbeat), before starting the rendition of
Shabad in "Vilambhat Lai" (slow tempo)
and then warming up to Madh Lai"
(medium tempo) and finally going into the
fast climax tempo called "Dhrutt Lai".
While doing "Dhrutt Lai" many times the
wording of the "Gurbani" became less
clear or unintelligible.

Bhai Samund Singh, on the other
hand, gave utmost importance to the
clarity of words of "Gurbani". He mastered
a new format. After a short "Alaap" he
used to go directly into the "Madh Lai"
and completed the entire "Shabad" in the
same tempo. Most of the time, he
completely omitted the "Dhrutt Lai". This
resulted in marked clarity in words, which
was also the aim of the ten "Guru
Sahibaan". Bhai Samund Singh's style of
rendition was named "Chhota Raaga
Shelley". In spite of Bhai Samund Singh's
innovation, the "Rababi Kirtanias" continued

16 Wpgdggs T5 2009



following the longer "Khayal Shelley”
format. The Rababis often used to over-
indulge in exhibition of their skills in
classical music during their renditions.
This practice in Punjabi was called "Taan
Paltas". But this kind of excessive display
of classical skills was alien to Bhai
Samund Singh ji. For him his ultimate
master (the Guru) was supreme and the
Raaga was subservient to his "Guru's"
message.

From 1912 onwards up to August of
1947, Bhai Samund Singh served as a
"Hazoori Ragi" and later approximately after
1935 as the leading "Hazoori Raagi" of
"Gurdwara Janam Asthan Sri Nankana
Sahib". During his service at Nankana
Sahib, he came in contact with a number
of "Kirtanias" of name and fame. A lot of
them were the "Rababis", who were
considered masters of the art of North
Indian Classical Music. His interaction with
them was extremely useful to him as well
as to them. Each one was learning
something new from the vast reservoir of
knowledge attained by the other maestros.
Among some of his contemporary Rabani
Kirtanias were Bhai Tana Singh, Bhai
Gurmukh Singh Fakkar Bhai Sarmukh
Singh Fakkar and Bhai Pall Singh Bhai
Jaswant Singh to name a few. Some
Rababis had retained their Islamic names
and were not baptized (practicing) Sikhs.
They included Bhai Naseera, Bhai
Sudarshan, Bhai Rashida. On special
occasions, some Rababis used to come
from Amritsar to perform at various
Gurdwaras in Nankana Sahib. They
included Bhai Chanan, Bhai Mehar, Bhai

Faiz, Bhai Lal, Bhai Chand and Bhai Taba
to name a few.

In 1925, after a prolonged struggle for
the liberation of historic gurdwaras from
the control of the "Mahants", under a
British Indian Act, the democratically
elected Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak
Committee (SGPC) came into being. It
was headquartered in the Golden Temple
Complex in Amritsar and it exercised
jurisdiction over most of the historic Sikh
shrines located in the Provinces of Punjab
and North West Frontier Province (NWFP)
in undivided India. Among the gurdwaras
taken over by the SGPC, the second
most important was "Gurdwara Janam
Asthan Sri Nankana Sahib". The
enthusiastic membership of this new
committee quickly went into business and
made several changes, including exchange
and transfer of "Raagi Jathas" from one
historic shrine to the other. During this
time Bhai Samund Singh also started
traveling a lot.

The rich and influential "Sikh Sangat”
of Lyallpur, Sri Ganganagar, Montgomery
and Gujjranwala was always pleased to
invite Bhai Samund Singh ji to perform
"Shabad Kirtan" in the local Gurdwaras at
Lyallpur, Montgomery, Gujjranwala, Sri
Ganganagar, Tobha Tek Singh, Samundri,
Okarha, JArhanwala, Mandi Burewal and
Gojra to name a few. There were some
very staunch Sikhs living in far flung areas
of North West Frontier Province,
Balochistan and Sindh. They also used
to invite Bhai Samund Singh ji to perform
"Shabad Kirtan" in their Gurdwaras. This
spread his name and fame in far away
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places. Members of the Sikh community,
where ever he went showered at him a
lot of love and respect.

At "Gurdwara Janam Asthan Sri
Nankana Sahib", the longest and the
most demanding "Shabad Chowki" was
that for "Asa Di Vaar". Starting well before
sun-rise and ending at dawn, it lasted at
least two hours. After 1935, Bhai Samund
Singh was accorded more slots each
month to perform this "Chawki". Bhai
Samund Singh discharged this duty with
utmost devotion and reverence. He
mastered the technique of rendition of
"Asraje Tunde Di Dhuni" to perfection. |
have heard "Asa Di Vaar" rendered by
Bhai Santa Singh, Bhai Samund Singh
and Bhai Budh Singh Taan. As far as the
"Asraje Tunde Di Dhuni" is concerned, all
three are quite identical. Bhai Santa
Singh's tempo was slightly faster. If we
listen to the present day "Kirtanias" of the
Golden Temple, we can find out that there
is no standardization of rendition of
"Asraje Tunde Di Dhuni" anymore. Bhai
Samund Singh, as said earlier was very
particular about the time of the Raaga. He
rarely made a variation from the strict time
regime of the Gurmat Raagas.

All India Radio Lahore, the then only
radio station in Punjab, opened in a state
of the art studio complex in 1937. This
radio station needed a host of artists of
all kinds and hues. In the religious
category they needed "Muslim Naat and
Qawali singers”, "Sikh Gurmat Sangeet
singers" and "Hindu Bhajan singers". Bhai
Samund Singh ji of "Gurdwara Janam
Asthan Sri Nankana Sahib" and Bhai

Santa Singh ji of the Golden Temple
Amritsar were approved as the staff artists
in the very first year. Soon they both
attained the "A Class" in their category.
These two stalwarts had contrasting
styles. Bhai Santa Singh sang invariably
in very high notes and he mastered this
technique, but Bhai Samund Singh always
sang in a completely relaxed style in all
kinds of notes, and seldom went into the
difficult to produce highest notes. Bhai
Santa Singh mostly sang in "Kehrwa Tall"
and laid most stress on his highly cultured
voice, but Bhai Samund Singh used most
of the "Talls" used by the contemporary
and ancient Sikh musicians. Bhai Samund
Singh by prolonged "Riyaz" had developed
such a fine "Murki" in his voice that he
could render the most difficult modulations
with perfection and ease. A lot of
musicians tried to imitate him, but he was
hard to imitate.

At All India Radio Lahore, Bhai
Samund Singh came in contact with all
time great maestros like Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan, Vinayak Rao Patwardhan, Dalip
Singh Bedi (later Dilip Chander Vedi),
Bargat Ali Khan, Din Mohammad, Kallan
Khan, Harish Chander Bali and Master
Rattan. Between performances and
afterwards, they used to run into each
other. Each one of them was not afraid
of asking the other about the finer points
of classical music. These discussions
several times led to heated discussions
too, but soon every difference of opinion
used to be resolved amicably. Bhai
Samund Singh used to commute, at least
once every month to Lahore from Nankana
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Sahib. In the same way Bhai Santa Singh
used to commute from Amritsar to
Lahore. Bhai Sudh Singh and Pradhan
Singh were also later on approved as
radio singers. A local artist Bhai Budh
Singh Taan was the only approved radio
singer, who used to perform "Shabad
Kirtan" as a solo artist. While in Lahore,
Bhai Samund Singh used to stay
overnight at "Gurdwara Dehra Sahib
Lahore" and used to perform a "Chowki"
over there too. Whenever Bhai Samund
Singh's voice was heard over the airwaves,
the evening crowds at Gurdwara Dehra
Sahib Lahore used to swell several times.
Among the listeners usually present were
a lot of Muslims, Hindus and Christians.
Music Director Vinod was one of the
Christians, who used to listen to Bhai
Samund Singh ji at "Gurdwara Dehra
Sahib Lahore". In order to stay within their
time constraints, All India Radio Lahore
used to determine the time limit of the
"Shabad" to be sung. Bhai Samund
Singh, during rehearsal, used to sing
each stanza at least once and if he
could not complete the entire "Shabad"
within the stipulated time slot, he used to
refuse singing of that "Shabad" for the
radio. It was not his principle to leave any
part of the "Shabad" unsung. His strict
"Gurmat" principles were always his
strength and the authorities of All India
Radio never defied his argument.

Bhai Samund Singh used to sing
Shabads in the minimum possible time
while singing for All India Radio, but at
the time of performing "Kirtan" in the
homes and Gurdwaras, he was more

relaxed and he took more time to sing
the same Shabad doing full justice to
each "Elahi* (Godly) word. He did not like
doing "Katha" while doing Kirtan. Bhai Vir
Singh, the yesteryear's poet laureate of
Punjabi, was very much opposed to
performance of "Katha" also by the
Kirtanias. He (Bhai Vir Singh) believed that
"Katha" should be the domain and
profession of the "Kathakars" (preachers
and interpreters of the Guru's word) and
"Kathakars" should leave the art of singing
of the Shabad" to the professional
"Kirtanias", who always could do a better
job of "Kirtan" and Bhai Samund Singh
always agreed with Bhai Vir Singh's
advice.

"Thumri” is a semi-classical form of
North Indian classical music. It took
concrete shape during the middle decades
of the nineteenth century. "Thumri" in a
most effective manner conveys the subtle
emotions of love, devotion and the pangs
of separation from the lover. In "Gurbani"
also there are numerous Shabads
conveying similar emotions. The only
difference being that in "Gurbani" love and
devotion are directed towards "The Guru"
and the God almighty. "Thumri" had not
been a form of music in Punjab until the
second decade of the twentieth century.
In fact Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, a
contemporary and a good personal friend
of Bhai Samund Singh, perfected the
Punjabi version of singing of "Thumri”
(Patiala Gharana Style of Thumri) during
nineteen thirties and forties. He went on
to record his best rendition of "Thumris"
during the decade of nineteen forties.
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Bhai Samund Singh, who had heard
the greatest exponents of "Thumri" right
from Amritsar born Indu Bala to the most
recorded Kamla Jharia of Bihar, Barqgat Ali
Khan, Bade Ghulam Ali Khan and others,
had evolved his own "Shabad Gayan in
Thumri Ang" by selectively adopting the
"Thumri" style in his renditions of
"Shabads". This innovation found its
acceptance by the Sikhs in overwhelming
numbers. Some of such Shabads were
originally sung at All India Radio Lahore.
During those days tape recordings and
transcripts of radio programmes were not
made by All India Radio. Because of
such reasons his renditions of the thirties
and forties are not available for the
listeners. Bhai Gurmeet Singh Shant of
Jalandhar has in recent years adopted the
"Thumri" style of music for some of his
tunes and the Sikh community has
welcomed it as a pleasant innovation..

It was the communal frenzy and
bloodshed of horrific proportions at the
time of creation of Pakistan that led the
family of Bhai Samund Singh ji to leave
their ancestral homes and hearths for
good and migrate to the holy city of
Amritsar in the Indian Punjab. Such
decisions are rather tough to make,
especially when you have spent your
entire life at the birth place of the founder
of your faith.

Soon after independence and the
division of Punjab into Indian (East Punjab)
and Pakistan's (West Punjab), Bhai
Samund Singh camped in Amritsar, where
he took a position as a "Hazoori Raagi"
at the Golden Temple. Another brilliant

contemporary of his, Bhai Chand (a
Rababi Muslim Kirtania) was still serving
as a "Kirtania" at the Golden Temple but
was on his way out and ready to leave
for Pakistan. After going to Pakistan, Bhai
Chand became a lonely and disgraced
person, who eventually could not
compromise with the circumstances. And
one day he committed suicide as a
frustrated and a financial wrecked man.
Within a couple of years Bhai Samund
Singh decided to become a freelance
"Kirtania" and shifted his residence to
Ludhiana, where he lived for the rest of
his life.

Bhai Samund Singh became an "A
Class" artist of All India Radio Jalandhar
- Amritsar, when this newly established
radio station was commissioned in 1948.
Most of the staff at this radio station had
migrated from Pakistan and some had
already served at All India Radio Lahore.
For a short-while Sardar Kartar Singh
Duggal, a veteran from All India Radio
Lahore and Peshawar, served as a top
official at this new radio station. Sardar
Jodh Singh, a refugee from Lyallpur and
Gujjranwala also joined as a producer of
programmes in Punjabi at this new radio
station. Bhai Samund Singh was the most
revered religious and classical musician at
this station. Occasionally he performed at
the Delhi and Lucknow stations of All
India Radio too. While performing at the
Delhi station, his talent caught the
attention of the experts of classical music
at the national capital station. On their
recommendation, Bhai Samund Singh got
the unique distinction of becoming the first
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Sikh religious classical musician to
perform a one and a half hour long live
programme in the prestigious "Weekly
Akhil Bharatiya Programme of Classical
Music on a Saturday evening. This special
programme had a record listenership. He
performed so well and with such a
remarkable ease that at the end of the
programme he was given a big ovation by
all. After that he started performing more
frequently at All India Radio Delhi and
other regional stations.

The Chief "Khalsa Diwan Amritsar”, the
premier institution that established the
Khalsa College Amritsar and several other
Sikh educational institutions used to hold
annual "Sikh Educational Conferences" not
only in Amritsar, but other large Indian
cities too. Bhai Samund Singh was
always a respected invitee in those
conferences and he invariably was the
official "Kirtania".

During the "1969 Quin Centennial
Celebration of the Birth of Guru Nanak
Dev ji", a set of five long playing records
was published and Bhai Samund Singh
was the most prominent singer featured
on this one of a kind set of records.
While serving in Nankana Sahib and
singing for radio in Lahore, Bhai Samund
Singh somehow did not allow cutting of
gramophone discs of Shabad Kirtan
rendered by him, but during the nineteen
sixties, his voice was featured prominently
on several 33rpm long playing records.
Some of his Kirtan performances at All
India Radio were also recorded on
professional fast speed tapes.

During the nineteen sixties, Professor

Taaran Singh MA PhD, one of the heads
of departments at the Punjabi University
in Patiala wanted to record "Shabad
Kirtan" in original vintage tunes by the
great masters of the Sikh religious music.
He got especially worried after the
untimely death of Bhai Santa Singh ji at
age sixty two in 1966. After obtaining due
permission from the then vice chancellor
of the university, he got the project going.
Among the first Raagis whom he
requested to record in their original
"Reets" was Bhai Samund Singh ji.
Others included Bhai Dharam Singh
Zakhmi. Bhai Samund Singh recorded
several Shabads in his inimitable style.
Later on Bhai Samund Singh suggested
that Bhai Avtar Singh and Gurcharan
Singh, the illustrious sons of Late Bhai
Jawala Singh ji of Sultanpur Lodhi had a
vast reservoir of original "Gurmat Sangeet"
in ancient "Dhrupad” and "Dhamar" style,
which deserves preservation. On this
suggestion Professor Taaran Singh
requested Bhai Avtar Singh and Bhai
Gurcharan Singh, who were at that time
serving in various historic Gurdwaras of
Delhi to record unique "Reets" of "Shabad
Kirtan" in their original tunes for the
Library of Punjabi University at Patiala.
Both Bhai Avtar Singh and Bhai
Gurcharan Singh told me that they also
recorded five hundred vintage tunes of
"Shabad Kirtan" in their voices
accompanied by Tanpura. By now,
according to the best of my knowledge,
neither the recordings of Bhai Samund
Singh ji nor the recordings of Bhai Avtar
Singh and Gurcharan Singh are now
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available with the university. Such is the
pathetic state of storage and preservation
in our top universities too.

Sohan Singh Misha, a brilliant poet of
Punjabi and an academician, served All
India Radio Jalandhar in various capacities.
Due to his brilliance, he rose to become
the second senior-most official at this
capital station. He was very jovial and
lively person and a blunt talker too. Once
he told me that he treats religion in any
form with utter disregard, but when Bhai
Samund Singh sings, he (Misha) is
transported into a new world of ecstasy
and romanticism rarely experienced when
the others sing. He further told me that
it would have been better if Bhai Samund
Singh would have been a "Ghazal" singer
too and he (Misha) would have composed
some very soulful "Ghazals" for him. | told
him not to share these thoughts with
Bhai Samund Singh ji. Bhai Sahib is a
deeply religious man, he will be hurt on
hearing your thoughts. At this Misha gave
his mischievous smile and agreed with
me. Those Pakistani Muslims, who had
heard Bhai Samund Singh over the
airwaves before partition of Punjab used to
tune in to All India Radio Jalandhar to
especially listen to "Shabad Gayan" in his
seasoned voice. According to Sardar Jodh
Singh, All India Radio Jalandhar used to
receive hundreds of letters every year from
his admirers in Pakistan.

Among Bhai Samund Singh's millions
of admirers were some high profile
musicians of his time. Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan was his friend and colleague at All
India Radio Lahore. There is one tune, in

which both were singing. Bhai Samund
Singh used to sing some Shabads in a
centuries old tune used to sing "Multani
Qafis". This tune was typical of the folk
tunes of Multan Division of Punjab. It may
be as old as Guru Nanak Dev ji himself
was. Since it was a local folk tune, there
is likelihood of its use even for Gurbani
even during the life time of Guru Nanak
Dev ji. Bade Ghulam Ali Khan heard it
from Bhai Samund Singh and improvised
it for his own rendition of "Qafis". Later
on Bade Ghulam ALl Khan also sang the
same tune at All India Radio Jalandhar.
According to Sardar Jodh Singh, Rehmat
Qawwal, the best known Qawwali singer
in India was a great admirer of Bhai
Samund Singh ji. Kapurthala born Tufail
Niazi, a well known Punjabi folk singer of
Pakistan. Another Kapurthala born maestro
Ghulam Hassan Shagan, the former head
of the music department at Pakistan
Broadcasting Corporation's Lahore Station,
himself a Kirtania at one time, was
another great admirer of Bhai Samund
Singh ji.

When | was posted at Patiala, several
times | met Professor Sohan Singh of
Agra Gharana. Among all the Sikh
religious musicians, he liked Bhai Samund
Singh ji the most. Professor Sohan Singh
especially liked Bhai Samund Singh's no
compromise with classicalization of
rendition of "Shabad Gurbani". Professor
Sohan Sngh also sang some "Shabads",
which are masterpieces of Sikh music.

A famous Music Director of yesteryears
S. Mohinder (full nhame Mohinder Singh
Sarna) told me that he owes his career
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as a music director to Bhai Samund
Singh ji. When he (S. Mohinder) was a
child, his father was posted as a
prosecuting inspector in Lyallpur, where he
was initiated into classical music by the
Late Sant Sujan Singh, a decendant of
Baba Nand Singh. Later on his father was
posted at Sheikhupura and he came into
contact with Bhai Samund Singh ji at
nearby town of Nankana Sahib. Here S.
Mohinder became a pupil of Bhai Samund
Singh ji. Bhai Samund Singh taught him
the basics of several commonly used
classical Raagas. What as a young
student S. Mohinder learnt from Bhai
Samund Singh became a stepping stone
for him (S. Mohinder) in becoming a full
fledged Bollywood music director later on
in life. On his visits to Ludhiana, he (S.
Mohinder) always made it a point to pay
his respects to Bhai Samund Singh ji.

Bhai Samund Singh never left "Riaz"
of music in his life. Later on he became
so busy that his daily Kirtan assignments
became the substitute for his "Riaz".
Some of the musicians lose the quality
of their voice as they start growing old.
This deterioration never happened with Bhai
Samund Singh ji. In fact his voice kept
maturing and getting more and more
cultured with each passing year. In fact |
heard him performing Kirtan at a Bhog
ceremony barely a few months before his
sad demise, his voice was as magical as
ever, rather it became richer.

Punjabi film "Nanak Naam Jahaz Hai"
was made in 1969 and was accorded the
President of India's All India Gold Medal
for excellence in film music. Although

Mohammad Rafi and Asha Bhonsale also
sang for this film, but the most revered
singer in this film was undoubtedly Bhai
Samund Singh ji. Bhai Samund Singh's
voice, in the Raagas of his choice was
most prominently featured in two Shabads
sung for this film. One Shabad was in his
favourite "Raaga Bahar". The music
director of the block buster film (S.
Mohinder) did not fiddle with the original
tunes of Bhai Samund Singh. Bhai
Samund Singh never compromised with
his musical practices. He never tolerated
any adulteration or imperfection in "Sur"
and "Taal" and he rendered the Shabad
in its entirety.

Towards the end of 1971, Bhai
Samund Singh was a very sad grand old
man of Sikh religious music. During the
nineteen sixties the public taste of the
Sikh community had started deteriorating
significantly. The mediocre Kirtanias were
getting a lot of respect and admiration and
those who had struggled hard to hone
their skills in the Raagas were being
short changed. Even the authorities
running the historic Sikh shrines were
quite indifferent to the professional merit
of the Hazoori Ragis. This frustration he
had experienced towards the end of his
life. In January of 1972, after a bout with
ill health, he left for his heavenly abode.
A few years before his death, even Bhai
Santa Singh ji had expressed a sense of
deep dissatisfaction at the degradation of
the Sikh religious music. Bhai Samund
Singh has left us physically, but his voice
shall never die. As long as the
technology keeps improving, more and
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more modes for the preservation of his
voice shall be available to the humanity.
The quality of his old recordings may not
be very good, but his voice is so dear to
us that it will survive in what ever quality
it is available.

When Bhai Avtar Singh, Gurcharan
Singh and Swaran Singh went to see him
during his ill health, in frustration Bhai
Samund Singh told them that the golden
days of good Sikh musicians are over.
The SGPC is recruiting mediocres and
even the "Sangat" is giving more
importance to the ordinary Kirtanias at the
cost of the meritorious ones. On hearing
this, the visitors also nodded in affirmative.

All India Radio has been quite
irresponsible in preserving Bhai Samund
Singh's voice. Hundreds of hours of his
tape recordings were lying unprotected in
the storage of All India Radio Jalandhar.
Some of these tapes were later on erased
to be used for recording music of other
much junior and much less accomplished

artists. After his sad demise, the need for
preservation of his voice was realized. The
then authorities of the Punjab and Sind
Bank approached All India Radio Jalandhar
to make available all old recordings of
Bhai Samund Singh ji for preserving his
voice on long playing records. But they
were given recordings for one and a half
hour only. Rest of his music had already
been destroyed due to callous negligence
and lack of professionalism. If all his
recordings would have been preserved, we
could have been able to listen to hundreds
of hours of his finest renditions. His
famous recording of "Asa Di Vaar" by All
India Radio Jalandhar, has also been lost
for ever.

On one hand the "Hindustan Recording
Company of Calcutta” has preserved entire
recording of the music of K.L. Saigal and
on the other hand the Sikhs have lost
almost entire treasure of the voice of Bhai
Samund Singh ji also for ever.
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do not understand them,
you ignorant fool! Death
has arrived; now where will
you run?

|11l Pause]|

You believed that this
body was permanent, but it
shall turn to dust. Why
don’t you chant the Name
of the Lord,
shameless fool?||1]|

you

Let devotional worship of
the Lord enter into your
heart, and abandon the
intellectualism of your
mind. O Servant Nanak,
this is the way to live in
the world.||2]|4]|
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26 dPgdges TS 2009



,
E i%cmd/ww%s/
P

Food Plaza
Sy

Shop No.: 10,
Phase 10, Mohali




Postal Regd. No. PB (0045)2006 RNI Regd. No. 46788/89 ISSN 0972-2335 June 2009

&

g@&é@ﬁ?ﬁrmwﬁaﬁmaﬁ

Riaridiar

d1 3#l’ 50 8y gue fsen ag Aee d*

> fﬁfuwe’raﬂﬂgas'mﬂ‘ » wiaIdgwt e € Age3 FdT
» 61T 21 3 60 A® 3T » feeafef fdet/drmdt '8

feg 333 AdTe &F Ugie™ &
feT YareH 393t IT86T € MgHY IBar

THISHT @ &5'% HES ASW STl U
usi= 9855980002
ARK IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS

Associated with AMPLE Consultants inc., Canada

R #198, First Floor, Phase: 3B-1, S.A.S. Nagar,
Tel.: +91 9855980002 Fa your résume at: 0172-4656567 or Emal at: imng

Canada Head Offce:  pAMPLE_CONSULTANTS INC.
1 § #Umt‘aoe1283o 80th Avenué Slirrey B €, Canada, 81 3A8

Punjab Office:

1G££788/86 Sle10ads [eyos Aq pejuiid ¢ paubisaq ebed 1en0Q



