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| Baptism of the Double-Edged Sword -The New Baptism

We observe from the life of Guru
Gobind Rai that very often he would create
humerous scenes, while imparting the basic
Sikh Teachings to the Sikhs in frolicking way.
In this way he was successful in bringing
home the Teachings in an impressive way.
Some of the events are given below:

Once the Guru got a large number of
persons gathered round him. He then asked
the cooks to place a large amount of cooked
food (meat and rice) there. A number of stray
dogs, which had been held earlier, were also
brought there. The food was much more than
to feed all the dogs, in fact the dogs could eat
for many days. All the dogs were then released
to eat the food placed at a central point. What
actually happened was to the surprise of every
body. The dogs, instead of eating food, began
to fight among themselves so that the other
dogs should not consume it and that he alone
should be privileged to eat all the food. In this
severe fighting, all the dogs got hurt them-
selves very badly, and the food remained prac-
tically unconsumed. The Guru then got the
dogs separated from each other, put leashes
round their necks and dragged them to differ-
ent places. Each dog was given food to eat.

The Guru then told the Sikhs that the
Humans, who were the crown of God's crea-
tion, invariably acted like dogs, driven by their
selfishness. Humans in pursuit of their gratifi-
cation of their selfish cravings become ex-
tremely egocentric from which stem out all the

“evils. By putting our reliance on God, we can
rise above our selfishness and see others also
as ourselves.

Superstitions and ignorance go hand in
hand. The Brahmins had made current many
fabulous stories about their gods and god-
desses and the necessity of serving them
(Brahmins) as an escape from the wraths of
the supernatural powers. Certain gods were
considered as of irritating nature, whose wraths

Dalip Singh

were considered fearsome. For the benefit of
the people, Brahmins evolved means to ap-
pease these aggressive gods. People were re- .
quired to make offerings of gifts of various
types on various occasions, in order to propi-
tiate gods. Saturn is considered to be the most
angry god. In order to soften his anger, people
are advised to give offering of oil, iron pieces
and pulses to Brahmins on every Saturday. If
any member of the family, particularly chil-
dren, were to bring home any article of iron
from outside on any Saturday, the articles are
thrown out, considered as harmful.

On one Saturday, Guru Gobind Rai en-
acted another satirical drama to expose the
futility of such superstitious beliefs, The
Guru,at Anandpur, on a Saturday morning,
sent for a Brahmin, who was the devotee of
god Saturn. The Guru gave himoll, iron pieces
and pulses before a large audience. On see-.
ing this, the Sikhs were non-plussed. When
the Brahmin left the place carrying the arti-
cles with him, certain Sikhs followed him The
Sikhs asked him what those articles were
meant for. He replied that those articles were
for the worship of god Satum and that the Guru
had given him to get relief from his troubles.
He further stated that those articles could only
be utilised by the Brahmins alone.

The Sikhs who were daily taught by the
Guru to rise above the superstitious beliefs
and to consider God as their main stay, could
not rely on the Brahmin. The Sikhs snatched
all the articles from him and told him that they
(Sikhs) could only utilise those things. The
Sikhs brought flour and mixed it with the pulses
and the oil and prepared cakes and ate them.
From the iron pieces, the Sikhs got the iron
bangles made from a blacksmith of Anandpur.

The Guru had enacted this drama to see
for himself how much the Sikhs had assimi-
lated the Sikh Teachings of rising above the
superstitious beliefs. When the Guru came to
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know of the reaction of the Sikhs toward the
Brahmin carrying articles given him by the
Guru, he was much pleased. The Guru reiter-
ated that the Sikhs should be cautious of the
Brahmanic trap. The Guru proclaimed that
every Sikh should wear an iron bangle as remi-
niscent of their victory over superstitious be-
liefs. Iron Bangle has other significance as
well, which will be described later. The Guru's
emphasis was that man should have reliance
on God alone.

The Guru preached that the freedom laid
in the Spirit within and not in the society. His
preachings and his own relaxed personality
created the persons of Spirit and of charac-
ter. Anandpur was then the Becon for all hu-
manity to get one's Spirit illuminated. Anandpur
was surrounded by hill states, which were fa-
mous for keeping people in bondage and serf-
dom due to the ritual ridden Brahmanic creed
of inequality of people. The Hindu hill rajas
could not see with any sense of equanimity
the Guru's way of life and bore enmity against
him. When the rajas observed that the awak-
ened people could no longer be oppressed and
suppressed, they were quick to take shelter
under the paramount Mughal Power and re-
ceived armed assistance to crush the Guru.

The Sikhs gave stiff resistance to the
hill rajas and their supporters, the Mughals.
The rajas and the Brahmins were surprised,
as the fallen humanity had been turned into
great warriors. This kindled extreme hatred and
rancour in them and with grim tenacity in-
creased the hostile attitude toward the Guru.

Guru Gobind Rai knew it well that in war
slaying and plundering of people in general
were the common occurrence. The excited
soldiery resorts to all types of mis-behaviour,
and the womenfolk are the worst sufferers.
The Guru, while teaching to the Sikhs, laid
great stress on maintaining the moral disci-
pline under all circumstances. The Guru had
no hatred for any one, as in all living beings
he saw the manifestation of the Divine Light.
The Guru had taken to arms in self-defence

against the insensibility of the incorrigible rul-
ers intoxicated with Power. The Guru had no
enmity even with those rulers in so far as the
human relations were concerned.

Right from the time of Guru Nanak Dev
great emphasis had bean laid on the right con-
duct and purity of character. The Sikhs were
strictly forbidden to have any conjugal rela-
tions with persons outside the marital bond
under any circumstances. Promiscuity in
sexual behaviour was considered to be the
depth of degradation a person could fall to,
but it is an uphill task to exercise restraint in
unusual circumstances, such as during the
war, when a man is predominantly swayed by
the spirit of retaliation. The Sikhs were trained
by the Guru in such a way that they acted as
a cool organised force, never running to ex-
cess and never behaving like mercenaries or
the armies of conquest.

The Old Sikh Chronicles write that once
a wife of a rich Mughal officer came into the
captivity of Sikhs. The Sikhs, in a spirit of
retaliation wanted to treat her in the similar
way as the Mughals treated their opponents.
The Sikhs, however, were experiencing con-
flict with-in themselves as to how to treat the
woman. The Sikhs were being constantly re-
minded of Guru's Teachings of maintenance
of purity of character,under all circumstances.
They brought the woman before the Guru.The
Guru was enraged to see the woman in the
custody of the Sikhs. He gave a stern warn-
ing to the Sikhs to respect all females and to
refrain from any type of immoral action. The
woman was restored to the Mughal officer with
honour and respect.

Guru Gobind Rai Makes Preparations To
Carry God's Commands To Create The Or-
der Of Khalsa

It was now March 1699. The Guru sent
messages to the Sikhs in all parts of India
and also to the Sikhs living outside India to
meet in large number at Anandpur on the oc-
casion ot Baisakhi, which was to fall on March
30, 1699. The Sikhs in thousands thronged at
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- Anandpur on this occasion.

Guru Gobind Rai now again enacted a
psychological drama to infuse a new life in
the Sikhs. It was the morning of March 29,
1699, a day before the Baisakhi festival was
to be celebrated. In response to the Guru's
wishes, Sikhs from all parts of India had come
to Anandpur in large number to celebrate the
memorable Baisakhi Day. The gathering of the
Sikhs on March 29, 1699, was held at Takhat
Sri Kesh Garh Sahib. After the morning serv-
ice, the Guru came to address the Gathering.
He drew out his Double-Edged Sword and thun-
dered: "l want Five Sikhs who would sacrifice
their lives for the sake of Dhama and ready to
offer their heads to me, here and now." There
was then pin drop silence. The Guru repeated
the call again. The Old Chronicles mention that
for some time the. people were much awe-
stricken and in confusion began to flee from
there. The Guru went on repeating his demand
and at last five Sikhs came forth, one after
the other, and offered themselves to the Guru.
The five Sikhs in the order of their submis-
sion to the Guru were - Daya Ram, Dharam
Chand, Himat Rai, Sahib Chand and Mohkam
Chand.

The Guru then explained to the Sikh
gathering the significance of offering of one's
head to the Guru. He said that if the Sikhs
wanted to live in freedom from the subjuga-
tion of the high caste people and the tyrant
rulers, it would be necessary for them to main-
tain purity of character, rising above their self-
ishness. This was the true offering of one's
own self as a sacrifice and the conquest of
one's self. The Guru then reiterated the inci-
dent of seizure of the Mughal lady by the Sikhs
and warned the Sikhs of these pitfalls.

In this connection it may be stated that
various authors have written most fascinating
stories in describing this incident, which can-
not be relied upon, as such stories conflict
with the basic Teaching of the Guru. The story
that the Guru had pitched a tent nearby the
assembly hall, where he had kept five goats,

and that the Guru was taking each volunteer
Sikh there and each time he was killing a goat
instead and making the Sikh stay there alive,
and then taking his sword dripping with, blood
to the assembly hall to demand the head of
another Sikh, appears to be fabulous and un-
tenable. The story of worship of goddess Durga
is also imaginary, as the writers do not know
what they are talking about. Equally ridiculous
is to state that the Guru made the stimulating
appeal for offering of one's head in the name
of country and nation. Such assertions are
baseless, being parochial and idolatrous.The
Guru preached Unity of God and also His Crea-
tion, He being Himself manifest in all and every
where. There was complete universality of vi-
sion and none appeared foreigner to the Guru.
The only thing the Guru was stressing upon
was self-realization, thus rising above one's
selfishness to lead a moral life. Thus the Guru
stood for Equality of All and worked for this
end. Men of vested interests opposed vehe-
mently and made armed attacks on him, which
he defended only for self-survival. To call the
Guru as the Nationalist, is to insult him. No
where in the Guru's writings we find such preju-
dices. The Guru strongly deprecated all types
of idol worship and prejudices of all types.

Baptism Of The Double-edged Sword
Baisakhi was to be celebrated next day. On
the Guru's instructions, the Five Sikhs who
had offered their heads presented themselves
before the congregation assembled at Takhat
Sri Kesh Garh Sahib after taking their bath
and hair wash on the memorable Baisakhi Day.
The Guru took the Five Sikhs aside, got a
steel bowl and poured some water and sugar
plums into it. He began stirring the contents
of the bowl with his Double-edged Sword by
reciting the holy compositions of Japji Sahib
of Guru Nanak, Jaap Sahib, Amrit Swaiyas
and Chaupai of himself, and Anand Sahib of
Guru Amar Das, and thus prepared the Nec-
tar (Amrit) for the Five Sikhs. Amrit was ad-
ministered to each of the Five Sikhs by the
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Guru. A handful of Amrit was given for five
times in the cupped hands of each Sikh to
drink. After drinking Amrit each time the Sikh
was required to utter " The Khalsa is of the
Wondrous Lord, Victory is of Him" -waheguru
Ji ka khalsa, wahaguru ji ki fateh. Few drops
of Amrit were then sprinkled into eyes of each
Sikh for five times and each time the Sikh
uttering: "The Khalsa is of the Wonderous
Lord, Victory is of Him." The Guru then poured
few drops of Amrit into the tress-knot of the
hair of the sclap of each Sikh for five times,
and the Sikh each time uttering: " The Khalsa
is of the Wonderous Lord, Victory is of Him."
The left over Amrit in the bowl was sipped
from the bowl by each of the Sikhs one after
the other and the Sikhs were made to sip the
Amrit again from the bowl in the reverse or-
der, that is, the Sikh who earlier sipped Amrit
from the bowl last of all, was now made to sip
first of all. This was to eliminate all caste dis-
tinctions in Sikhs. The Guru then addressed
to the Five Sikhs and the congregation, which

is recorded by the Mughal news-reporter as
under:

“I Wish you all to embrace one creed
and follow one Path, rising above all differ-
ences of the religion as now pracitsed. Let
the Four Hindu Castes who have different
Dharmas laid down for them in shastras, hav-
ing institution of "Varanashram Dharma®, aban-
don them altogether, and adopt the way of
mutual help and cooperation and mix freely
with one another. Do not follow the old scrip-
tures. Let none pay homage to the river Ganga,
other places of pilgrimage, which are consid-
ered to be holy in the Hindu Religion, or wor-
ship of Hindu deities, such as Rama, Krishna,
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Chandi, etc. but all
should cherish faith in the Teaching of Guru
Nanak and the successor Gurus. Let men of
four castes receive My Baptism of the Dou-
ble-Edged Sword, eat out of the same vessel
and feel no aloofness from or contempt for
one another."
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