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GURU NANAK'S LIFE LONG COMPANICN

Rababi Bhai Mardana

— Principal Satbir Sirgh Ji

Very rare persons were blessed as much as was Bhai Mardana in the
whole Sikh hitory. It is a historical truth that ncne else lived in 0 much
close asscciation with Guru Nanak as was the privilege of Bhai Marda-
na. There are also no {(wo opinions on the fact that nome but Bhai
Mardana alone, came in the most clese contact with Guru Nanak Dev.
But there is no denying the fact, that no other person has been mis-
und¢rstood and portrayed likewise to the extent to which Bhai Mardana
is misinterpreted. The personality that we encounter for centuries, of
Bhai Mardana is one of an ordinary Musician (marassi), who forever
seems to be starving, thirsty, avaracious, beggarly and timid. Buta
close peep into the entire life of this great man would reveal that he was
unpolluted, valiant, worthy of sacrifice during crisis and a man
capable of facing dangers with cheerful countenance, and above all
adept in Ragas (Music). He was one associate of Guru Nanak who
managed to meet every challange and tribulation with staunch resistence,
It is perhaps, one reason why Bhai Gurdas, writing his description of
various teurs (Udasis of Guru Nanak) in the First Var, has mentiened
the name of Bhai Mardana alone, “The Guru is God’s true image &
the other is Mardana, the rabab player”’. Among the catalogue of
Sikhs, contemperaneous of Guru Nanak, he (Bhai Gurdas) mentioned
Mardana’s name as an accomplished artist of Rabab.

Bhai Maui Singh writes that the first meeting between Guru Nanak
and Mardana took place at Talwandi, where the later was born. Bhai
Manohar Dass Meharban has also established the fact that Mardana
was the companion of Guru Nanak since childhood, who lived at
Talwandi Rai Bhoay and on Rabab. They first came in contact in 1480
and this relationship continued till his death in 1534. In this way,
he spent fifty four years with Guru Nanak., Together at Sultanpur,
always in the company of Guru Nanak, he seems to have died after the

complete flourishment of Kartarpur Township. It was'why once Guru said,
“Mardana, I and you are one”. Tt was but for this intimacy that Bhai
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Mardana hed a privilege which was enjoyed by the Gurus only. His
use of the word ““Nanak™ in Bihagra Ki Var Szalokas shows his
close intimacy with the Guru. Undoubtedly, it was such a great
privilege which no other Sikh, relative and disciple of Guru Nanzsk
could enjoy. The heading ““‘Salok Mardana I attributed to these
Salokas substantiates the above fact.

“Mardana’ was the title conferred on him by Guru Nanak. His real
name was Dana. The nime of Beai Dana’s revered father and mother
were Bhai Badrev and Lakho, According to Bhzi Eahan Singh, writer
of Mahan Kosh, he (Mardana) was btorn in 1459 at Talveandi
He breathed his last on November 18, 1534, But cne reference made
in Mahan Kosh does not seemn to be historically true. It is written in
Mahan Kosh that Mardana died at Kurum, the <y situated on the
banks of river Kurum and that Guru Nanak himself performed the
last rites, But viewed from vhatever quarters, Guru Narzk could not
go or be at Kurum in 1534, Even if Mardana had® himself gone to
Kurum and died there, how could then Guru Nanak be there at
his funeral, So what is credible is that Bhai Mardana died at Kartar-
pur and was cremated on the banks of Ravi in Guru Nanak’s presence,
Razda and Sazda came to settle at Kartarpur.

It all haprened at Talwandi while, once lying under a tree, the
sound of someone’s playing on the Rabab, rassed his (Guru Nanak)
cars. He arose, approacted the man playing on the Rabab and asked
his name. He answered, .. Sir, Marassi; (lord) people call me by the
name ‘Dana’. Hearing this Baba appreciated his fine piaying on the
Rabab and his excellent understanding of Rzgas. Raba suggested, In
case he accompained him (Guru Nanak) and sang Ragas along with
Shabad, he would get the better of bicth t'e worlds. To this Dana
replied, “We hardly make cur both ends meet. bty singing Ragas
before the rich. In case we follow you, cur families wouid perish for
want of food and being starved, we shall miss our praver (Nzmaz)
even. And thus, we shall stand condemned in both the worlds. How
do you plain to liberate me?”’ Then, Guru Nanak said O Lana, you
are ignorant. God protecis and feeds us all. Namaz (prayer) and Roza
(fast) are benedictions bestowed by God. God’s abede is the heart of
the saints. Atthe final judgement none shall come to the rescue.

8



Gara Nanak further enohasized, “Dana, in case you now turn fo be
Mardana (brave) and sing Raga along with the word of God (Shabad),
vou will gain in both the worlds™.

Drana now turncd Mardana and set out with Guru Nanak to reform
the people living on the earth. And thus, Kirtan came into existence.
Guru’s words (Shabads) and Mardana’s music {(Raga) created such a
spell for which the world could never find a substitute, nor may it find
one in the future. Bhail Mardana once asked, “"Baba, i1s this the word
of God 1l at we sing a Kirtan ? Is this the word that contains salvation
or is it some other 7" To this the Baba replied, “Kirtan is the word that
Guru uiters, Heart’s contemplation of this word leads to salvation.”

Mardana’s Rabab always chanted, “Akal (God) Nanak is the
devotee™...... is mentioned in History of Pumjab (Tarikhe-Punjab) and
Baba repeated the name of Kartar (Ged) time and again, Thus, Dana.
who once thought of bringing up his children only, now turned Mar-
dana and who was created only for word, Kirtan and God. Whatever
Guru Nanak proposed Mardana accepted it in good faith,

Although the task was hard, but Mardana was also aware of it.
And he always prayed for protection, energy and blessings. Once
Mardana sa’'d, “Baba; your task 1s too hard to te done by a week
Mardana.” Guru Nanak remarked, “Anyway. Mardana, you have to
stay with me,” Then, Mardana prayed, “I canstay only if vou Fless
me with your own kind of patience. As you are not subject to thirst
and hunger, so should I be free from their hold. Lift me as well to your
own level of existence, I shall stay in case you grant me this favour,
or else let me go.”' Guru Nanak remarked, *“Well Mardana; you have
made a noble request.’” When Baba Nanak blessed him with the
favour Mardana atonce composed and sang, all the rest eclipsed, thou &
only thou represent Him. But the Apostle of humility, Guru Nanak
instantly pointed, ‘Almighty God alone is woith admiration. Who are
we creatures to te near Him 77" But Mardana who had been aware
of Guru Nanak’s life and discipline, repeated. “The son of Kalu (Mehta)
is preserver and destroyer. None else but God alone can excell you,”
Whenever, Mardana asked for any favour, It was always for blessing
of patience or the end of outward conflicts in his mind. Once Mardana
said, “Baba you and I are of one profession, thou are God’s rababi
myself yours. Since, thou are in touch with the Divine, suffer me not
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by separation from you, neither here nor in the next world.” Shewering
his blessings, Nanak remarked, “Mardana, I shall dwell with you,
wherever you may be.”

The discourse that passed between Guru Nanik and Mardana
during his later years alse needs some consideration, How much intima-
te and frank Mardana grew with Guru Nanak, is evident {rcm his
discussions. Visualising the approaching end of Mardana, Guru Nanak
once asked, “ Conscquent upcn your wishes, your body after death,
may be let into water like Bralmin’s or it may be cremated like Klha-
{ri’s, or it may be thrown to winds like one of a Parsee or it may be
burried like that of a Muslim.” Mardana answered, **Well, Baba, vou
still think of the body. By thie grace of your teachings, I have cntirely
forgotton of the bodly, Now I regard my soul as tic¢ sole guardian of
my bedy.” Again Guru Nansk exclaimed, ““Shall I make you famous
after constructing a suifable tomb and render thee fomous in the world 772
Mardana replied, “When mv soul has been separated from its bodily
tomb, why shut it up in the stone tomb?’ Baka, stepped forward,
embraced Mardana and declared, “Mardana, you have realized the
infinite.”

Mardana compares human personality of those living in the  Dark-
age to a vessel used for the extraction of wine. Lust is the wine that
human heart continnes to consume. Humsn wrath makes the cup,
temptations fill it and vanity feeds it, By partaking this wine in the
company of unsanctified beings. human heart is degrading itself conti-
nuously.

In the Second Suloxa, M:rdana regards it a flurtherplunge into
evils for those who partake at this fictitious wine. In “the third saloka,
suggesting a way out from these evils, Mardana thinks that man can find
an escape from the evils provided his body (vesel) partakes the wine

of Nectar (Amrit)— a wine that inspires the urge for inner realization
and Immortality, from a cup of devotion, in the company of honest and

chaste persons.”

To say the least, Bhai Dana (Mardana) was a man who, having
Devoted the most intimate relations with Guru Nanak, did so many
deeds of bravery that he really deserved to be called a Mardana.
Whosoever shall remember, Guru Nanak Mardansg’s name will itself
pass his lips.

— e P — ——
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