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o 3fed fAfewr sar yIfe AsT Il

o yge

are & I, 32 AR IE HF are & J&
SlEmmebyt g9 v Ha's fegd A g Arone
JI

3 MHIEH HI & guT afed fAfemT Bar
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&dt & AaT ar€e ©F gad I grgmt e
SIS J:-

meg g Afsge & fewfad

areg Al gt

gaget areg et 6T Re® mer pueretll

9 35 ©< Hl MEAT YH3HT & fige
H3Y Tt &3t 3 faor AIT AO® FfesTg arr
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nifag at3™ & W3 faguaz gar few ot
ar@e e wew I €7 9 g7 Tegat
few gaves™ § YR 95 e e AT AS
Ug ISl ¥ Aegd feu fem ur vize Sy
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gS J1E|
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' HSTEMHT Jrebt mITEEt &% AYUI
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6 anet € feadt few &3 =mur
dfemm| fam 39t fegt aAer few =mor
dferm § 8 arfeat w3 et FJagrst
arfeqt few "g3™ Taa &wd Sat WEer|
©JT T M3 UNT, 993 WM feant bt
98 U7 fauiza 39 3 €0t few gz <37
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d1 8q arfedt At grfeat &g foar awmr
J A% fa geuet atezs fea »g et
d fagsr way & wirawr € 33 fewfe
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fes momet der J1 7 wersat Ihyt IeAT
geT § gouret Ir@w < ¥y J€ 3 g
Afogs grearet § fssues gar wdts
€7 &7 qave | fagugg gar few woaz
JRS J3& ®e fea &t rrusT M3 fiosa
€t 83 7 faw § wufsa dtegatyt gt
&dt avger| feg €t A9 T fa ARadt feia
Jd< A TIATEl JEuSt arfes wawd B
fegt & pes & gt We It ue I8 AT
fa 39-399 gat =&t arfeat mI wufsa
Iodt BT J1935 gg-farest F uFe
g3 #fer I UT JES-ald3s € WY
€en vay § wfowavg A €= I &7 fa
3Tt gET Uer JaaTI

gegeEt e wyer feq wdfaa HI3-
3w J fAg eferr<t ¥y € I8 &at
gue | Qusazrew € fen war few 99 9=
& IAISt swete I It Sfewr AEr T
feg <t Sus few wfewr § fa et
ISt dl9gsle I pget € A a3t
et dRet foaag Fo= 73 Ia | féwm
Tuer I fAg feo =qar aar ffenr 3 9y
J & anet & forest =ule &% gfes T
fam 31 7 few Sue g9 § & Ffaour
famr 3t goESt dtegs e Wer-HeYT WEH
UYgHT FIYd J AT=ar|

fer »y w9 93 § Fae BE oSt
A¥ 39 '3 feq wmaedt At ART §93 &
J15& 95 AW a% feg A9 d9 o= I
fa v atezs M3 gt fourfonr &
HEU3 At et e fendne a9 dig-
THY M3 Je-Udwe IBT § e & It
gd9 few w8z & wagst €21 7 few
Y3d % AAler 7 § & Afourr fapur 3t
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a1gHfl dafla e 3 wrai fl mede

ARISHIS AT : wwea 3var iy Airdhws arow ava fedie, sfammes

JqIggTESt RIg I3t Aang e fea
mfduzer »iar T Jeget Feiz »iv fea
Uiefaa mee @d Aafuz T o T fa@fa yo-
FAI3T, AAN3aAd™ MIT AN'H FUTaT & few &t
<9139 FEEt At Qast Shat Hargar At ot
JuEe OIS I % I A | ISt I
HJI= f&3r T w3 muShit geaTer § gary
a3d arfe & fea wfadt st & Aaw foar
fAr & »rt gewret Aoz afde ot

< gt Hag I9dt Aaig e ot
mge Mar I ug few et gy Wisa femmaret
& fAn aoa geuet feils & I3t Aaia
few fasasT mas yuz a9 fomr 31 g9
fogs & afeadr I gar o € aus gt
& uo fev fedfont fegat wigsr fest fa
At a9 dm mrfog € At wet afe-gu wI
gar few €99 o3t guuet Aw g9 feg
aret aret I Gng dless faur e Sari
dig3s <f feduear fow ofg fev T fa fen
& &S &8 A 96 58 IG5, HE € A9 99T
Y3H T #E I8yt O iy €39 wiet O
M3 MAE YIY &% &< Sar AEr TR
dl93ds I= JRHfT et e yivy €9 feits
& rfowavasT &% A9 d e fes o
Wit I & Y2t ww 2 foo? few yifes
M3 YEfE3 dasT T

ug meT fewr I fa gonfs feis few
TES HINI F7< I3t AEF & &t Hase O
3 »id fen & miede &€ a9 wr ot T
WA A J9ESt AOig A geHf3 Aais er
arfes I faor 9 €w & €9 yg= faf &t

J 7 fa ufost "t gonfs fais fes Tes
Ha3 € YA HJd3< faor g, few fes mat
€ <93 Ao € BT df i3t wet adt O
ferasiars gu few fem & =93 &t et
Tes AaNz fea wfaat asr § faw <t
fanet € fast arfes w3 faz wuer yas
dU HUHZ Jd& BE »AHdE J1 s FEi3
€ ¥d few woifert sez & »ue i
seunH3d few few 3gr fefwmr § fa
“Git3, AT B HI3< geed yuSt sEt |ig
e AV 3y I = feer I

An Introduction to India Music feg
fafonr T fa Tep O3 &8 W3 gt ©
fefsom &% fan =t €9 AF AaA @
Afsnag & g8a Heer 31 genfs feis
feg fA’ 9793t gar yduer w3 Ashy =
feam dferr T €3 ot few fev ma awr
wr feam & Sfewr T geu=t few a9,
Sler, foamt, &, wen, figgar, g4, ¥eter
W3 U@Ig wife AT T T96S YUI T T
Al feg fage 33t wat &t ofs J9at T

grfe gu JEet Svag § I a1g
Afogs & WE IO 3 ot ISt gt @
A9 8 ¥ vt M 3 e § me d9s
<t fedt »uzet| suw & fOE & dlegs
99 Jg 369 o< A 3 €T FIWI a9
feyet fam & se® w9 JFa st s
AferT | gewet few ouw € &% gne 33t
A RdeT, 39N 3 fesge v €8y fimer
J1| IF Arfous € eaudt dtezs feu gum,
ATdeT, ATdait, 37QW, feraw & v 29T
i3t AT AT

Ug AN € 9e8< 38 JoHfg feits <t
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Movine MonsooN Racas HeLp UNiITE SELF witH NATURE

Indian classical art forms express the
artiste’s subjective, internal experience.
The human is invariably viewed as part
of nature. In paintings, humans are
accorded the same space as a flower or
a creeper. Art relates the inner to the
outer, the material to the spiritual.

The system of ragas in classical
music centres on the expression of a
core feeling, a ‘raga’ The note-by-note
expansion or vistaar of the raga allows
emotion to be articulated wholly, each
note adding a new dimension to the
mood already created by the musician.
This teasing out of the raga parallels the
development of the musician's own
feeling, untill both the raga and emotion
blossom fully.

This relationship can perhaps be
understood best when we consider
monsoon ragas. The monsoon season is
rich in emotional diversity and the Malhar
ragas help nature, emotion and art to
converge. Trees become green and heavy
with fruit, the mating season begins and
the sound of thunder rents the air. The
ambience is one of romance and joy. At
the same time, dark and brooding clouds
invoke a sense of fear. Mythology speaks
of monsoon rainstorms, complete with
menacing bolts of lightning as
expressions of Indra’'s wrath. Ragamala
paintings depicting raga Megh show

Himani Dalmia : courtesy "Times of India"

Krishna dancing with gopis in ecstasy,
he also holds up the Goverdhan
mountain to shelter his people from
Indra’s outpouring.

The compositions in Malhar ragas are
inspired by the personality of rain. The
shudh or natural and komal or flattended
‘Ni’ note intertwines in these ragas to
evoke running water. A certain fluidity is
also suggested through ‘meends’, the
smooth transition from one note to
another. The fast ‘taans’ recall the sound
of falling rain. The Malhar ragas can be
both cheerful and sombre. Raga Megh
creates a significantly brighter mood than
the darker Miya ki Malhar, allowing the
musician to relate to all aspects of this
season. -

A common theme in monsoon ragas
is that of pining for one's lover. The
compositions often speak of the
anticipation felt by the beloved for the
company of her lover, seeking his
protection from the thunderstorm. Several
Ragamala paintings depict a woman
rushing indoors to her lover against a
backdrop of dark clouds, rain and
lightning. the dominant mood is of longing
after separation, the monsoons
complementing the turbulence in the
minds of anxious lovers. Kalidasa's
classic work, Meghadoota, the Cloud
Messenger, uses the monsoon as a
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metaphor to convey yearning and love.
the poem blends man and nature, as the
cloud and lover become inseparable
symbols of that core feeling: longing.

It is no coincidence that artistes over
the ages have sought to translate the
essence of the monsoons into tangible art,
whether in Ragamala paintings, poetry or
Malhar ragas. The rendering of a monsoon

WPy dgio

raga is a dialogue between the raga and
the artiste, and a fusion of the individual
and nature. The people of the subcontinent
sense that the subcontinent sense that the
monsoon somehow serve to connect us
with something larger than the self. This
longing for a connection —with a loyer, with
nature, or even with God —is the essence
and spirit of monsoon ragas.


































