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FirsT use ofF "HiNDusTAN' BY GURU NANAK: JODH SINGH

Who was first to use the word
Hindustan? Obviously, it is the most dif-
ficult question to answer.

“Guru Nanak Dev, the founder of
Sikhism, was first to use this word.
Unfortunately, this fact is little known to
scholars and others concerned”, asserts
Dr Jodh Singh, famed scholar of phi-
losophy and religion and the Editor-in-
Chief of the Encyclopedia of Sikhism,
which is being prepared by Punjabi
University, Patiala.

“In fact, Guru Nanak Dev was the first
holy man to conceptualise our country as
Hindustan. And Guru Granth Sahib is the
first religious scripture of the Bhakti
Movement period in which the word
Hindustan was used first time. Before
Guru Granth Sahib, the word Hindustan
had not been used in any religious
Granth”, claims Dr Jodh Singh. “I would
stand corrected if any one shows me the
reference of Hindustan in any other reli-
gious scripture before it was used by
Guru Nanak Dev", says Dr Jodh Singh.

Guru Nanak Dev wrote the word
Hindustan in his ‘shalok’ that was
authored to lodge a protest to God
against Babar’'s reign of terror in
Hindustan. The Shalok is “Khurasan
khasmana kiya, Hindustan draya, eti mar
pai kurlane, tain. ke dard na aiya". Dr
Jodh Singh, who has completed in four

Sarbjit Dhaliwal : courtesy 'The Tribune'

volumes the translation of Guru Granth
Sahib in Hindi, says Guru Nanak Dev
was in fact also the first to visualise the
integration of this country which during
his period had been divided in several
provinces and principalities. All literature
was full of references regarding provinces
and there was no talk of the country as
a unit as such during that period.

Asked about the translation of Guru
Granth Sahib in Hindi, Dr Jodh Singh
said that he had performed this task
keeping in view the requirement of mil-
lions of Hindi-reading pebple of the
country. “The translation was in chaste
Hindi that is written and read in Cen-
tral India”, he adds. Dr Jodh Singh, who
has also been designated as Professor
of Sikhism, did his Ph.D. on Guru
Nanak’'s bought from Banaras Hindu
University and also served here as lec-
turer for some years before joining
Punjabi University. He is a member of
the Indian Council ‘of Philosophical Re-
search and had held several eminent
positions in Punjabi University and other
academic institutions. He has authored
several books on Sikhism.

His, most recognised earlier works
are the translation of Dasam Granth in
English. and Hindi and also the trans-
lation of Vars of Bhai Gurdas in English
and Hindi. Translation of Guru Granth
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Sahib is the latest one. In this work, on
the left side pages, there is a transla-
tion in ‘shalok’ form in Hindi and on the
right side pages there is translation in
Hindi prose. This has been done to

make easy the understanding of Gurbani

for' Hindi-knowing people.
Talking about the translation of Guru

W dgwo

Granth Sahib, he said that the number
of pages of this translated works is the
same as those of Guru Granth Sahib.
A detailed introduction explaining about
Sikh history, philosophy and its doctri-
nal aspects and also glossary of tech-
nical terms used in Sikh religious ethos
has been part of the work.
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ARTISTES ARE PROSPERING, NoT ART, SAYs YAsH PauL

Style in art form is not a static but
a dynamic phenomenon depending on
the taste of the people, say art
historians. |

But the classical musical arts have
many tensions due to influence of the
western music styles and the power of
money alluring the artist. In the process
the artists are prospering and not the
‘art. Such trend are alarming. The revival
of our rich cultural heritage in the region
may not be an easy task.

Sharing the concern with Chandigarh
Tribune the foremost maestro of the
Agra gharana, Pandit Yash Paul,
revealed that the performing doyens of
music and from undivided Punjab had
been reigning supreme with most of
them established their respective
gharans. He claimed that during 18th
century Ghulam Rasool migrated from

S.D. Sharma: Courtesy 'The Tribune'

Multan to the court of Nawab -Asaf u-
Daula and descendents, Nathan Pir
Baksh established the 'Gwalior gharana'.

Their progeny instituted the Jaipur
gharana. Hailing the contribution of music
titans from Punjab like Bade Gulam Ali
Khan, KL Saigal, Jagjit Singh, Dalip Vedi,
Pt Amar Nath, Husan Lal Bhagat Ram,
O.P. Nayyar, Hans Raj Bahl, Ghulam
Mohammed and Ustad Amir Khan Saheb,
Pt. Jas Raj from Haryana for propagating
the classical music in the Northern
region, Pt Yash Paul, top class AIR
artiste, is disgusted with the gloomy
state of affairs of classical music.

A former chairperson of the Panjab
University music faculty, Pt. Yash Paul
feels that maintaining a liaison with the
autonomous cultural establishments can
ensure a result-oriented revival of the
secular art.
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Himself the Reilsh, and Himself
the Enjoy.

He Himself is the Vesture (bride)
and Himself the Couch and
Bridegroom.

My Master is dyed with love and
is fully pervading every where.

Pause.

He Himself is the fisherman and
the fish and Himself the water
and the net.

He Himself is the metal ball of
the net and Himself the bait
within.

My maid! my beloved is in every
way playful.

He ever enjoys the virtuous wife.
Behold my plight (away from
Him.)

Prays Nanak, listen to my

supplication. Thou art the tank
and Thou the swan.

Thou art the lotus and Thou the
water-lily. Thou Thyself art
pleased on beholding (them).
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