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JJIET 3% FIIH JH, 3TEUI" HIH HIBT AreT”

3@ difge fiw & An &t 33 w3 yrfest
WMEAT 993 WU J3& UT| I93 TaN, ARfa3t
Rfgmrad »3 AW <1 Afgst fege a@ Wy 3
"YBH g " € AHET A1ST | AHTH & <15 ARfaSt
3 RfgnmaTg yers at37i few yamet ot arat a9t
feg gt a2 § pwz wies S AT YRS gget
J| fen arfe mgu feT waH &t a5 933 A
39 diffe fw 7t rure fawe o% fa Gost 3
feg a0 Wa® yay & wmy It Je=rfenr fig
an famrget et 3 Bar3o 3BT € AT I8
fA€ 3dt At w3 fireet fieet v RS T aret
Rt 38 ssa @< & fen fegaeras gg@er
53 13T et fama ey d eRH 319 & fAY Tow
o g gifrodTl 39 AfoY 9Es Jav 75 ¢

Iy feg a7 AIIF H e
gay I3 Jde< yse
Ad" 3IT I v fagd
THC SYHE ydd Ue'd
TTdt aH GdT IH 7SN
AHY 88 AT R H&W

39 difde fiw 3fe3s " /Y AeT BT agg”
fe'g Bar-39r 150 Imar* &t T3 JEt 7| few fe
§93 991 3215 75 fAgt € 293 19 ardw rfaw
feg &at et fe@ mu & 3793t Faiz uTst &
5<s w3 fer® g ydes dF1 MU S
fir® arfes Azt e WE dfanr| feves aus
gae 3% faq i arfes Ast, wy & feita &
Hisa e 71 s REe T

" W3 fund $ I8 Hate e g9 |
37 fgg dar aaretyt e 63T
&7ar fsemt & gaeT 1

A8 AaIt 464 funmsT
fédar anebyt e RfaeT 1l
q93 € A" HYd g4I
& dfzat aragaeT 131”
RN JI98 03T 311
fev fimirs faw A3 edle &t g fe wret
waH J | fer mee & 99aT AN MU yg € AEHY
A% | e & A& oW I3 AO<H 9 d YF HaT 03
gd AE | fer B U & AT w3 3B_F § MU
13 afa & reHTTemT /it

WA fquTs 43 y3ar Jua 399 47 31311

Ae mddt Aet wd awd uldn3ii

3lg gat At 3at, 3ot 399 IBET I/

3 f3ad 7 AU, 36 fiw =y Il

€AY 3199 U™ 317

319 Jifée fw 7t €t 89t amar yfagm »my
o AHet g2t 9 v@aet 91 My WwaEear it
A& |RY 9t Wa< 3T § fed mis eav feer@e set
MU 3 ABH 38 U B3| MY & W& Wed
gul RISt § 93t gy 9 Sarferm i vy § 3
Mt ST yzaet IBew o9 & Aaits e
AYET J TSt §S1 3SHI &ard €t 9 §°3
IB-50 13t et few wet q@ At & amy 3
&e & gesT a3t

N IqZ a3, s F& I3 1
31 fq3 fq3, &1 s7e 57¢ I

my e H{iTE fed Hot-Fasta. 77 swardt
dt arer J1 few €t my & FE-faut o g3
ufenri g difde fiw it 3 &2 ve wud wars
ot gufan a3t

MH3 1936
§ Jg ddior g8 BE FIM
3wz o famur &9
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KIRTAN :
SIKH DEVOTIONAL MUSIC

Ajit Singh Paintal*

THE CONTRIBUTION OF

RAGIS AND RABABIS

In the medieval period, the history of
music is rather dismal. Islam's opposition to
music in the religious context is a well-known
fact. But one wonders why music lost its direct
contact with the general mass of people in the
Indian society as a means of singing the glory
of the Lord. In this period, the religious and
devotional element in music had been quite
neglected but, as art and science, music not
only survived but also made progress in many
respects because of the generous patronage
extended to the musicians by some Muslim
rulers. The zeal and devotion of the profes-
sional practitioners and the outstanding women
musicians and also courtesans who had spe-
cialised in music, after thorough training, also
contributed a large share to the progress and
preservation of music in some form or other.
These were, in a measure, the consolidating
forces of music who sustained its tradition
through many vicissitudes. Every discriminat-
ing and discerning lover and student of music
with a historical sense, would appreciate such
adevelopment in the history of Hindustani clas-
sical music. In Punjab, the Sikh religion lent its
wamest support to Hindustani music, and re-
moving it from its all too secular context, put
the greatest emphasis on its devotional aspect,
thereby evolving a special variety of devotional
music whose tradition has remained uninter-
rupted to this day.

The founder of Sikh religion, Guru
Nanak, and six of the succeeding Sikh Gurus,
were regarded as devoted composers. As true
devotees, they too, like the Vaishnava and Sufi
saints, composed innumerable devotional
compositions known as Shabads. The idea of
the Gurus was to compose musical verses for
singing and asserting their spirituality at a high
level. For them, music was one of the means
of salvation. Out of great respect for the art of
music, they propagated its cause.

Amritsar has had a rich and varied tra-
dition of music since the day of the Gurus. In
this city the original purpose of classical In-
dian music was never lost sight of. The ciassi-
cal music of India has always envisaged and
embodied the soul's effort to transcend itself
and find assimilation with the blissful source
of all light and knowiedge. This divine aspect
was forgotten when music went to the Mughal
Court. In Sikh kirtan, however, the celestial
bearings of music were not only retained but
further embellished. Amritsar has remained the
seat of great musicians and musicologists,
who, while continuing the tradition, were bold
enough to make various innovations not only
in the manner and choice »f playing instru-
ments but also in the styles of'singing. We have
inherited a treasure-house of shabad-reetis
which need to be cherished and must not be
sacrificed for the sake of cheap popularity, as
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seems to be the unfortunate trend now.

We must assiduously keep our rich
legacy alive. The purpose of my Paper is to
make people aware of our heritage which has
always found a rich soil to grow in Amritsar.
Thus the Sikh sacred music has a long tradi-
tion dating from the time of Guru Nanak when
he composed his Shabads in the various
Ragas, which was followed by the successor
Sikh Gurus. Composing Shabads in the Ragas
was need of the time. As all the Sikh Gurus
were well versed in music and knew the great
importance of music, new kirtan tradition was
born in the form of Sikh devotional music.

LIFE-SKETCHES OF SOME FAMOUS SIKH
RAGIS OF AMRITSAR :

Here an introduction to some of the Sikh
Ragis of the 18th and 19th centuriees, as also
of the present-day, both vocalists and instru-
mentalists, is being provided-in alphabetical
order :

Vocalists :

Manant Kapoor Singh : He belonged to the
village Kairon, Dist. Amritsar, and used to stay
at Bunga Darbar Sahib (Parkarma). He was a
blind man and performed kirtan at Darbar Sa-
hib while play'ing upon the Sarinda. He was a
disciple of Sant Misra Singh of Amritsar. He
earned fame during the first quarter of the
present century.

Bhai Labh Singh and Bhai Makhan Singh :
Among all the blind kirtaniyas of the first quar-
ter of this century, the jatha of Makhan Singh
and Labh Singh earned a great fame. Makhan
Singh was a Nirmala Sant. He was employed
in the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, and performed,
the Kirtan of Asa-di-Var continuously for full
fiftyfive years. He is the first individual who has

rendered such along service of performing the
kirtan of Asa-di-Var at Darbar Sahib. It is said
that during his service period he seldom took
leave. In the evening he recited kirtan before
the Akal Takht. He performed kirtan in the tra-
ditional style and never used the Harmonium.

Master Prem Singh : Bhai Prem Singh at-
tained great fame as an outstanding poet,
kirtaniya, and musicologist during the first quar-
ter of this century. In the beginning he was a
court kirtaniya and a poet in the Patiala Darbar,
and later when he settled in Amritsar, he was
appointed a Hazoori Ragi at Darbar Sahib. He
regularly performed the kirtan of Bilawal-ki-
Chowki between 10.30 am and 12.30 pm. And
again at the Akal Takht in the evening. It is
said that he claimed his birth from the family
of the Ragis whose ancestors performed kirtan
during the time of Guru Ajran Dev. Bhai Prem
Singh was well-versed in both kirtan and the
theory of music. He was one of those Ragis
who have greatly contributed to the cause of
Sikh devotional music. In 1915 he wrote a book
named Ratan Sangeet Bhandar which was
published in 1922. It contains the notations of
nine Vars and all Ragas found in the Guru
Granth Sahib, together with Shabads in each
Raga. Throughout his life he mostly lived at
Amritsar where he passed away at the ripe age
of eighty years. He had an impressive person-
ality and was a kindhearted man.

Baba Shyam Singh: He was a Sant
and established a Dera known as Shyam Singh
da Dera in Atta Manda, Amritsar. He belonged
to the older generation of saints who performed
kirtan for the sake of propagating their religion
and not for earning money. He performed kirtan .
in the Darbar Sahib for seventy years. It is the
longest period of service ever done by any Ragi
in the history of the Sikh kirtan.
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Bhat Sunder Singh Atta Mandi : He occu-
pies a place of prime importance amongest
Sikh kirtaniyas of the first quarter of the twen-
tieth century. He was a contemporary of Bhai
Sher Singh. He learnt kirtan form the famous
Rababi, Bhai Moti, and classical music from
Ustad lllahi Buksh of Amritsar. Thus, his ex-
position of kirtan was marked by the dhrupad
and khyal styles. His kirtan style was marked
with various usages of Tanas and the Murkis.
Besides kirtan, he also particupated in secu-
lar music concerts and used to sing Hindustani
Khyals. He was equally skilled in playing upon
the Dilruba and various other instruments. He
was employed as the Head Ragi in the Golden
temple sometime in 1932. In 1938, when
Rabindra Nath Tagore visited Darbar Sahib he
was so much impressed by Sunder Singh's
kirtan style that he wanted to take him along
with him to Shantiniketan. But Bhai Sunder
Singh declined to leave Amiritsar.

Prof. Sunder Singh : Having‘ adopted the
kirtan teaching as profession for many years
he became famous by the name of Professor
Sunder Singh. He also belonged to Amritsar
and was regarded as one of the famous Ragis
of his time. He was the first Ragi in the Sikh
community, who wrote a book on the Sikh
devotional music, entitled Gurmat -Sangeet in
1931, which is not available now. He also
worked as a music teacher in the Central
Khalsa Yateemkhana. For sometime he was
employed as s musician in the court of Maha-
raja Pratap Singh of Jammu. He expired in
Amritsar some time in 1942.

Prof. Uttam Singh : The Sikh community has
produced few kirtan teachers of the calibre of
Bnai Uttam Singh. He belonged to Amritsar
and was nephew of Bhai Mehtab Singh. He

had his kirtan training from Ustad Bhai
Gurmukh Singh. He was employed in the Cen-
tral Khalsa Yateemkhana between 1905 and
1920 and produced a number of disciples, who
either adopted kirtan or Hindustani music as
their profession. Pt. Dilip Chandra Vedi is one
of his foremost disciples who earned great
reputation in the domain of Hindustani classi-
cal music during the second quarter of this cen-
tury. From Amritsar Bai Uttam Singh also used
to go Pracharak Vidyalaya, Tarn Taran. He had
a collection of innumerable traditional Shabad-
Reets as well as Hindustani Dhrupad and
Khyal compositions in his repertoire. He
passed away in Amritsar in 1928.

There were so many famous Ragis liv-
ing in other parts of Punjab during the period
under review that their services to the sikh de-
votional music cannot be ignored. Amritsar
being the centre of learning kirtan, many ragis
having learnt kirtan either from the Rababis or
the Ragis, kept on visiting Amritsar and per-
formed kirtan at Darbar Sahib on many occa-
sions. Some such famous Ragis who did not
belong to Amritsar but stayed there for some-
time or later settled in other parts of the coun-
try are as follows :

Bhai Jwaia Singh : he was considered as one
of the greatest kirtaniyas of the latter half of
the 19th century and was also regarded as an
authority on the Sikh devotional music. He was
born in village Saidpur (Thatta-Tibba), District
Kapurthala in the year 1876. He performed
kirtain for sixty years and during his kirtan book-
ings never asked for money; whatever was
given to him he gladly accepted. In 1944, he
presided over the first Gurmat Sangeet Con-
ference held at Amritsar, in which all the fore-
most Ragis and Rababis participated. Bhai
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