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gHedt Yug &€ 7 AMIETET €T AE®
WTHHAS, MU S g% ySudat AST @
syfeq J1 g JIa wy &t fsa@at wals
o feforadyt & wMrusT &7 a9 HaHS
qdd Fdee ©f faanet ows Jist W3 agt
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A3 € REUaT Jet W3 JoHfa Aais <t
WY E. Uug & ugret gy Jet| few 3 ufost
3. #fdred fiwr ywg Gu-asuat darEt
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35 Quaz, fan <t faits fefewd feg' €
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¥ &dT At Afewr) g8 AeHls fw #t €
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JEgHI AAld 3 WG WIS HY € H&A
o< €9, A9 SHUGT J% EA3d &% Hew
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Y e AoWTfenr T fagt § W3S wESt
JHfa Aantg ANBs feu ‘grodfa Aan3
MeIF BB ASHT I a13T fapur w3 gmr
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gfent & ar@er gg disr 3t it g9 @
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wWedt & g df 93 &dt... UdLw &dt
fagsT o €13 9| Sygdt W St ger U
T HUI Y€ I IJ J... Y€ §& 9 J°| fen
390 @ § | »d IJIT ¥ §9 ¥'s Aoy
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J fa faggr »fF @@ dlezgatdt 3 <fe3
J are gt feg wrer yar &9t d=ar|
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T9gd Ao W3 3u3T Qua d=5 rifizsudt
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fefa ysfe fa aaar

WIBa €T oy &a37ar il

AT fat fea gfomr

afE FelE 33a HeIa |l
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f&at aret| fity et € fefsaw few feo
ufgst =9 "t fa few feamefsar few 150
AOi3a"d &¢ J¥| g I HEE d<8 <+
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ReLicioN Basep Census FiGurRes 2001 -DecLINING SikH PoPULATION

Er. Mohinder Singh : #457, Phase IV, Mohali

The religious composition census
data of country’s population released by
the Census Commissioner, on 6th Sept.
04, with a revised version, is bound to
cause adverse repercussions on Sikh
identity. But as expected the Sikh
leadership/ institutions have yet to come
out of their chronic slumber to appraise
the causes of declining Sikh population
from 24.3% to 18.2% in 2001 in
comparison to 1991 figures. We have
been wasting enough of resources by
celebrating number of ‘Shatabdis’
building up & renovating thousands of
Gurudwara infrastructures, frequently
holding ‘Chetana’ Marches/ ‘Nagar
Kirtans’, daily ‘Langars’ and countless
‘Kirtan Darbars’, yet our population is
declining rather than attracting new
entrants. The “Wake up call’ need to

be understood seriously and to

addressing ourselves for revising our
priorities, besides maintaining basic
religious ‘Maryada’. Our current religious
agenda is ignoring Sikh. Youths
economic development, check on large
scale socio-economic migration of Sikh
peasantry and absence of effective
counselling for arresting varying evils
that crept into Sikh heritage.

The central principles of “Kirt Karna”
and “Wand Chhakna” are being
generally bypassed in preference to over

utilizing infrastructures & financial
resources on various forms of “Naam
Japna®’. The causes are yet to be
appraised & planning for long-term
solutions have yet to be worked out to
check wide scale drugs/alcohol abuses,
sQcial evils, apostrophes; female-feticide,
rural-illiteracy, large scale school drop-
outs and providing counselling to arrest
un-employment among youths &
‘peasantry & Vanjaras.

Many articles/booklets had been
published and seminars were held in
past about the historic contribution of
Vanjaras/Sikligars/Satnamis and showing
concern for their poor livings. Sikh in
intellectuals estimated their population
ranging between 6-8 crores mainly
concentrating in the states of
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,

Uttranchal, Himachal, Jharkhand,
Rajasthan, Andhra, Karnataka, UP &
many others. Each of such states is
estimated to house over one crore of
such tribes since centuries-in addition
to general Sikh population settled there.
All these tribes are called Nanak-
Panthis & following Sikh faith
irrespective of being Kesadharis or not.
But the religion census figures confirm
having excluded them for reasons best
known to census agencies. Out of total
1.9 crores of Sikh population, except in
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Punjab (1,45,92,387) the total Sikh
population in all other states is not more
than few lakhs each (Maharashtra
2,15,337-Delhi 5,55,602- MP 1,50,772-
Rajasthan 8,18,420-UP 6,78,059-
Jharkhand 83,358 Andhra 30,998-Haryana
11,70662- Jammu & Kashmir 2,07,154 -
Himachal 72,355 -Karnataka 15,326 -
Chandigarh 1,45,175). It can be safely
concluded that whole Vanjara tribes
scattered in different states are either
ignored or enumerated as ‘Hindus’ or
might have been converted to other sects,
after being continuously discriminated &
ignored by main Sikh stream.

All Sikh institutions, including SGPC/
DSGMC, and others outside punjab
were given a call by the Trust for
Welfare of Vanjaras, vide circular VT/
Census-dated 28-11-2000, (followed by
visits) sufficient in advance of start of
census in Feb. 2001, to guide the
tribes to enlist themselves as Sikhs
under religion column. Alas! The timely
message and awareness drive carried
out by the undersigned single handed
during visit to these states in the year

W digis

2000-2001, remained ineffective & openly
ignored. On the other hand, as per
news report, the Christians & Jains
campaigned brilliantly through their field
volunteers to ensure enlisting of their
followers by spot check of formats
prepared by enumerators before signing
by the members. These religions thus
succeeded to establish their distinct
identity with creditable growth rate &
higher literacy rate. The Jains have
successfully come out of Hindu fold by
enlisting themselves separate affluent
religion for the first time. We badly
missed the opportunity till 2011.

| conclude with humble request to
each of the Sikh leaders, Institutions,
Missions, NGOs and Individual to
ponder over the damage already
committed, without wasting-time in
blaming game, and adopt new ways &
means for consolidated joint efforts by
practicing true Sikh values and
conceiving fresh promotional programmes
for attracting strayed youth, Nanak
Panthis & Sehajdharis etc; honourably
back to Sikh mainstream.




W fgwo

Ao fEdint
ITE AHUTS AW ASCT © wwr for finy, qronfs faits e, 395-395

grgr e<argrar

ge: fages (aAredt »ian) @k H o) Aewh A (F39)
ast: (Age-Auds) ar@e e it fes € grar ufae

§e: 88 U=3, 9& faure, 9ot AT HU| WfA3 B9 i few a1 3 &
MGd: Hd H, ¥ T HI .

WSS F BT T YU, HY, T T U, H I d Al

U T 3T T U, H T, 7 3 H, aT H d a HI

35 38
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
X 2 0 3

BEEd wust v v owoae R 3

AS §§ § F W §s T S

MW H U vy wWwa T Ul¥ W ¥ T F R F W

FH & s yYss FH|IEF F T as s &

st 3t ¥ ¥ A A WH|W & w U U 3 U« U

s § s F s s s|BF & a @ a s &5 &
HUZSt QY ST I RGO U
B S S TS s

EB=cd (v v ¥ W U T R OF

g s s yr s &5 y

AT W AAT TSt T R K (R & T v T oa gou

IS SS M ESSS F s|T T ¥4 T ey
HUGET QU W I AT MM U
ASSS §S $S I $§ 55 S

H&<=9T 2005 / 23




Hg dgi

Ag-Tuul =8 guei @ nigy

o< JIOET HISBT A ||
dfeys yg a3

9 yArfe g a3 Il

cousyl
HI 9T 3HT I3 3w
I aBT S YT
Jfar IHT BB IT T I
SH I HZ NI

Har fasfay dfe ey Jarr
yg fenfe gast a3

Ae3g #far, afe afg afe
arfemT™ 37&d 319 998
I3 IR It i

Dev Gandhari 5th Guru.
The Lord Master is my life. He is
the Giver of peace.

By Guru's grace a few know
Him.

Pause.
Thine saints are beloved of Thee.
Them the death devours not.
They are dyed red in Thy love,
with the Nectar of the Lord's
Name they are intoxicated.
The great sins and millions of
distresses and diseases are
destroyed by Thy gracious
glance, O Lord.
Falling at the Guru's Feet,
sleeping and waking, Nanak sings
the Lord, Lord, Lord's praise.

HEHTS T

o< Jigat UAST ufseEat |

YIHHST UTTguH Hal e As 3|
GamraveT TETII
3rat €t IfoHa Aear ot fegsr
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afgag |
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