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ORNITHOLOGICAL SimiLies AND METAPHORS UseD By
GuRU NANAK SAHIB IN GURU GRANTH SAHIB

Dr. Jasbir Singh Sarna : Near Super Bazar, Baramulla 193 101 (Kashmir)

Guru Nanak Sahib had a vast
knowledge of the flora and fauna of this
vast sub-continent. Guru ji's hymns as
incorporated in Guru Granth Sahib reflect
a naturalist's understanding. Guru Sahib
has made use of ornithological similies
and metaphors frequently to bring home
his transcendental flights.

In this universe, all vertebrates animal
life is divided into two classes viz. the
warm blooded animals and the cold
blooded animals. The warm blooded
animals are sub classified into mammals
who are covered with hair, bear live
young and suckle them. All the birds are
covered with feathers, lay eggs and as
a natural rule incubate them with the
heart of their bodies.

Avians or Birds are the only feathered
creatures in the world. In general outlook,
all the birds display common
characteristics, they fly, build nests and
lay eggs. A closer investigation shows
that bird life includes many forms.
Aristotle and Linnaeus naturalists of the
18th century laid down some
modifications which are universally being
applied till date. All the bird life is
divided into 27 main orders. These orders
are again divided into families, then
families into genus and finally genera into
species. In South Asia alone, there are

2,000 species of birds.

The hymns of Guru Nanak Sahib
mention more than a dozen birds viz:.
Birds, Crane, Crow, Cuckoo, Hawk,
Heron, Parrot, Peacock, Ruddy Goose,
Sheldrake, Sparrow-hawk and Swan. Here
we will discuss them alphabetically:

BIRDS

Guruji generall used birds in similies
and metaphors to describe flight to
heavens.

* Becoming a bird, were | to hover and
soar through hundreds of heavens.
(Siri Raga: 14)

* The birds which packed at the place
of the pool have played and gone,
away. (Siri: 60)

* What the sky to the bird. (Magh: 143)

The birds have no money in their

pockets. (Magh 148)

* The bird soul or its action is

sometimes exalted and sometimes

debased. (Magh 148)

Many birds settle on a tree by night.

(Gauri: 152)

* Breathless tumblings of the birds and
mounted on the stakes. The beings
are whirled round. (Asa: 465)

* Those several birds which visit it with
hope, depart disappointed. (Asa: 470)

* Thou art the great Lord and an infinite
tree and | a bird under thine
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protection. (Gujri: 505)

| weep, the whole world weeps and

even the birds of the forests weep

with me. (Wadhans: 558)

He is like the bird who is imprisoned

in a cage and who wanders about

behind the bars, but is released not.

(Bilawal: 839)

* The wise and beauteous true Lord is
neither a women nor a man, nor a
bird: (Maru: 1010)

*. The fine birds of the saint fly and fly
not. (Maru: 1030)

* The mind is an illusionist, the mind
is a saunterer and the mind wings is
the sky like a bird (Parbhati: 1330)
CRANE
Cranes comes under Gruiformes order.

Its martial devotion has become legendary
in our folk-lore. There are six species in
family Gruidae viz. Sarus crane, common
crane, Donoiselle crane, Siberian crane.
According to a naturalist, "Call: A loud,
musical, high pitched trumpet of far
reaching quality. The dim of a great
concourse of Koong taking off the ground
with their Kurr Kurr calls uttered in
varying keys has been aptly likened to
the distant rearing of the sea."

Guru Sahib has used metaphors of
crane for its habitat bath, swan, net etc.
* Thou assayest every heart, and

declarest a swan, a swan and a

crane, a crane. (Asa: 438)

* The Floricans shriek in the sky and the

herons come and sit-down. (Suhi: 753)

You read books, say vesper prayers,

argue worship stones and sit in transe

W dgeo

like a crane. (Asa: 470
* What avails the poor crane to bathe

at the puddle. (Dhanasari: 663)

* If thou so blesseth ,O Merciful Master,
the crane is again transformed into the
swan. (Basant. 1171)

* O crane, how art thou trapped in the
net. (Basant:1275) .

CROW

Crow is a familiar Indian bird. The
house crow, Kowwa or Kian comes in
family Corvidae.

Guru Ji mentioned crows natural
habits, its colour and its relevancy with
human beings. '

* Man regrets his coming and going
like the crow visiting a deserted
house. (Asa: 48)

* After him food is offered on leaves
and the crows are called (Majhi:138)

* The black crow is ever impure.
(Bilawal: 839)

* The world is like a crow and cherishes
not the Lord's name. (Basant:1172)

* The crow rubs and washes itself in

the small pool of the saline land.

(Solakes leftover from varan: 1345)

The swan of the lake, not knowing

that the crow is an evil bird,

associated with it. (Ibid: 1411)

CUCKOO

Its family name is cuculidae and order

is cuculiformes. They have a

cosmopolitan distribution. Koel builds no

nests of its own but deposits its eggs
in crow's nests leaving them to be
hatched, and the young ones to be
reared, by the foster parents. The Koel's
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song has been much lauded in romantic

poetry as well. There are several species

of cuckoos viz: large hawk, pied crested,

Indian plaintive, Indian cuckoo, Bay-

banded, Indian drango, Sirker cuckoo. Its

love for water and rain drops is well
known.

* O my soul! cherish such an affection
for God as the pied cuckoo has for
the rain. (Siri: 60)

* Give pied cuckoo Nanak, the water of
thine mercy, O' God! so that he may
have an abode in the name. (Sohila:13)

* As the pied cuckoo has affection and
thirst for rain drops. (Gauri: 226)

* Nanak, the pied cuckoo prays for the
nectarous water of the name. O Lord,
Mercifully bless him with thy praise.
(Guijri: 504)

* Thou cooest like a cuckoo and
ascending is they youth.

(Wadhans: 567)

* Bless Nanak, the pied-cuckoo with the

water of thine mercy. So that he may

have an abode in thy name, O Lord.

(Dhanasari: 633)

The beauteous cuckoo sings on the

mango tree. How can | bear the

pains of my mind. (Tukhaari: 1108)

* Beloved, my beloved cries and shrieks
the pied cuckoo and the snakes go
about biting. (Ibid: 1108)

* When the low clouds thunder and
burst, the cuckoo, the peacocks, the
trees, the bulls, the birds and the
snakes are filled with love. So does
the chaste bird when her spouse is
back home. (Sarang: 1191)
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* The pied cuckoo and the fish find
peace through water, and to the dear,
the bells note is pleasing. (Malar:1274)
DUCK
It is a smaller bird of the family

Anatidae. The prominent characteristics of

a duct are short webbed feet, with a

small hind not reaching the ground.

There are two species of ducks:

Brahming duck and Ferruginous duck.
Guruji has beautifully mentioned its

realistic habits.

* As a lotus flower remains
unaffected in water, as also a duck
swims against the stream's current and
becomes not wet. (Ramkali: 938)

HAWK

Hawk is a bird of the falcon family.
Hawk keeps a sharp lookout, perched
bolt upright on bough amongst the foliage
or on the canopy of some high tree
standing near a forest clearing, for jungle
foul, pheasants, hares and others small
animals coming out into the open. It
swoops down with a terrific rush, strikes
and bears its prey away in its talons.
There are different species of hawks viz:
Brown Lizard hawk, Crested Honey
buzzard, Crested Gos hawk, Besra
sparrow hawk and long-legged Buzzard.

Guru ji has mentioned its learned and
clever nature.

* As the hawk and the net in hunters
hand are to the birds, so is death to
the mortals. (Siri: 55)

* The deer, the hawk and the officials,
they are called learned and clever.
(Malar: 1288)
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HERON
It is a large screaming wading bird of

Ciconiiformes and Ardeidae family. Herons
are long legged birds with partially bear
tibia and longish unwebbed toes. They
have long, flexible necks and pointed
spear like bills. It is a solitary bird away
from its breeding colonies than the
egrets. Herons are of different species
viz. Reef, Night, white bellied, purple and
yellow bittern herons.

* The filth of your mind shall be removed
and from a great heron, you shall
become a great swan. (Wadhans: 567)

* The herons arranged in white feathers
abide in places of pilgri mage.
(Suhi: 729)

PARROT

Parrots have the order psittaciformes,
having a single family psitta cidae. These
are all predominantly green plumaged
ornamental birds, but highly destructive to
crops and orchard fruits. The commonest
species are rose ringed parakeet,

Alexandrine, blossom headed, Red

breasted, slaty-winged, blue-winged and

Layards Parakeet.

* In the cage of Divine love, parrot, the
utterer, utters the Lord praise.

(Maru: 1010)
PEACOCK

In peninsular India, it is the most

familiar and spectacular member of the
pheasant family. MOR has been elected
National Bird of India. It is found in wild
erness and its main food consists of
grains, tubers, vegetables shoots, insects,
lizards and small snakes as well. It is
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extremely shy and difficult to see, has
excellent sight and hearing and is
constantly on the alert. Although it
looks cumbersome, the cock's 'tail' does
not inconvenience him whether running
through vegetation. When walking it is
carried just off the ground.

* The peacocks are sweetly crying, O
sisters, the rainy month of swan has
set in. (Wadhans: 406)

RUDDY - GOOSE

It is a bird of order Anseriformes and
family Natidae. Ruddy-Goose is an
intermediate between ducks and swans,
the female of such a bird. It is common
in winter in northern and central India on
rivers and jheels. It stays in small parties
of 15 to 20 individuals. It becomes active
towards sunset when flocks fly in a long
strung out V formation. It is known to fly
at very high altitudes when on migration
over the Himalayas. Bar headed Goose
and Greylag Goose are most common.

* The she-Ruddy Goose desires not
sleepy eyes and has no sleep without
her beloved. Malar: 1247)
SHELDRAKE
It is a large duck generally 60 cms,

having red bill with long large knob at
base, two bands on back and black flight
feathers, chestnut band around upper
back and breast and remainder of white
plumage.

* O' my soul ! bear such love to God
as the Sheldrake has for the Sun.
(Siri: 60)

SPARROW-HAWK _
Its scientific name is Accipiter
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Virgatus. It is about 35 cm long. It is
very much like Shikra bird with heavier
throat stripe, but its habitat is thick often
evergreen forest. .

Guru Sahib used it as a symbol of
beloved's love in metaphysical terms.

* The Sparrow-hawk cries beloved ‘and
the cuckoo sings its lay. (Maru: 1093)

* Nanak, the Sparrow-hawk of the mine
cries, spouse my spouse and the
cuckoo of the tongue is embellished
with the name. (Tukhari: 1093)

*  Without water, the Sparrow-hawk cries,
O Beloved, O my beloved and wails
and laments. (Malar: 1247)

* The Sparrow-hawk chirps during the
night, O my mother. (Malar: 1247)
SPARROW
It is a bird of Ploceidae family. It is

most widely known and recognised bird.

It adapts itself to the new environmental

conditions easily. Its food consists mainly

of seeds and grains. In villages and
towns it is a very common bird.

* Half a gram is the feed of the
Sparrow and ascending the Sky, it
chirps. She, the good Sparrow, that
utters the Gods name, is pleasing to
the lord. (Malar: 1285)

SWAN
It is a bird of the Anatidae family and
Cygnus Species. It is large, graceful,
stately and long necked. All its three
species, Mute swan, Hooper and Bewicks
swan are very rare. According to Hume
and Marshall, “This species has been,
however, so seldom recorded as killed in
India that it may melt to enumerate
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every instance of this which has come

to any knowledge.” SR
In Punjabi its name is Hans and in

Hindi Hans and Hans Barwa. Guru ji has

used this metaphor widely in connection

with soul, tank, crow, ocean, lake, jewels
and pearls etc.

* Pray Nanak, listen to my supplication.
Thou art the tank and thou the swan.
(Siri: 23)

* In the third watch of night, O my

" merchant friend, the white swans
came and alright on the head tank.
(Siri: 75)

* He, who is pleasing to him, O
Nanak! him he makes a swan from
crow. (Siri: 76)

* The soul swan flies away and inquires
about the road to take. (Majh: 138)

* When the soul swan departs, thou
remainest behind....(Gauri: 155)

* The swan picks bright jewels.

(Asa: 351)

When mortals days are at an end,

the body and the swan are separated,

O my mother. (Wadhans: 588)

Within the ocean, the swan meet the

Lord of their soul. (Dhanasari: 633)

Abandoning the ocean, the swan goes

no where else. (Ibid: 633)

For seeking the Lord's praise and

enology, the swan is attached to the

skeltons of reproaches in a day and

thousands in a night. (Suhi: 767)

The soul swan arises... (Ramkali: 934)

...Thou art my lake and thou the

swan. (lbid: 939)

Mind swan flies not, nor his body wall

*
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falls. (Ibid: 939)
* The union between the lake and the

swan is ordained from the very

beginning so, it. pleascs the Lord.

(Ibid: 956) |

In the lake are jewels and pearls. They

are the feed of the swans. (Ibid: 956)

The Guru is the tank of nectar and |

am his beloved swan. (Maru: 1027)

Pure is the body and pure the swan

soul. (Maru: 1035)

When soul swan flies away, under the

Lord's command, the dust mingles

with dust. (Tukhari: 1111)

* Gold becomes the body and stainless
the soul swan. (Malar. 1246)
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