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Universality of the Sikh Teachings*

Dalip Singh

"O, my Lord, day and night all Thy
creatures of the whole Universe remember
Thee and serve Thee, And Thou listeneth their
prayers and beseechings by lending Thy ears."
(Guru Arjun, Sri Rag, Page 74 Adi G.G.)

Guru Gobind Singh preached and
practised Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood
of All Manking. He condemned the religious
and other types of bigotries in no uncertain
terms as under:

"Even in error deem not the God of the Hin-
dus, To be other than the God of Muslims;
Worship the One God, Recognise the Enlight-
ener; All men have the same human form, In
all men blazes the same Divine Light."
(Guru Gobind Singh, Akal Ustat)

The Guru preached universalism,
oneness of the whole humanity, in place of
regional patriotism, which is an idolatrous prac-
tice. He said:

“The Arabs of Arabia, The Frech of
France, The Kureshis of Kandhar. All medi-
tate on Thee. The Marathas and the Maghda
people, The Dravidians and the Talinganians,
Concentrate their minds on Thee. The Chinese
and Manchurians, The Tibetans of Tibet, All
contemplate on Thee."

(Akal Ustat)

The Sikh Gurus teach that there is
only One God, from Whom proceeds all life
and all matter, and that He Himself is present
everywhere and in every one. He is both Tran-
scendent and Immanent at the same time. The
Light of Transcendent Absolute God is instru-
mental in creation of the whole Universe. His
Light is equally present in all, which is the
source of Life for every one. All humans are
equals and are the children of One Common
Father. God creates the creatures, sustains
them and looks after the needs of every one
individually.

The Gurus repeatedly teach us that
we humans come from the illimitable Ocean
of God, the Source of all beings and perfec-
tions. He is Infinite beyond comprehension,
His Knowledge is unfathomable and beyond
description. Each of us, all of the creation,
carry merely an insignificant part of a drop
from this Ocean, because that is all our finite
human nature will bear. That insignificant tiny
drop of water contains the essence of that
Vast lllimitable Ocean. It is therefore all hu-
mans have the insinct of infinitude, which can-
not be: satiated by any amount of material
things and wealth. All types of matter has its
limited properties. This instinct of infinitude
makes the humans restless, till they find un-
ion with their Source, the Vast lllimitable
Ocean. No school of any religious thought will
ever satisfy the true seeker of the Infinite Spirit
of God, which reduces the Infinity of God to
any form of idol worship. Any type of material
approach for this union will surely bring about
utter disappointment. Love of country, nation,
state, race, family, caste, clan, party, group,
power; hero worship, flattery of those in power,
and many other such things, are idolatrous
practices, which separates us from God, and
create prejudices.

God demands an undivided loyalty
from us. "Worship of gods and goddesses in
any form is an idolatrous practice, and is the
basis of illusion and self-alienation. The
Samiritis and the Shastras (Hindu Religious
Books) is the-creation of this illusion.” (Guru
Amar Das, Rag Majh). No Hindu school of
thought is free from the idolatrous practices.
Unfortunately, after Guru Gobind Singh, the
Sikhs became the power seekers and made
Sikhism as another Idolatrous Faith. This is
the malady the Sikhs are facing today and
now find themselves in deep waters. By adopt-

*From : Guru Gobind Singh and Khalsa Discipline
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ing the idolatrous practices Infinity of the Su-
preme Spirit of God is reduced to the material
idols, which is the handi-work of a person.
Observance of casteism, thereby acknowledg-
ing the supremacy of the Brahmins, the
inheritory priestly class, is a form of idolatrous
practice. This creates prejudices, group con-
flicts and hatred against the people of the out-
group conflicts and hatred against the people
afthe out-groups. History shows that no other
moral evil has had such a degrading influence
on men than this caste system. It is the most
heinous sin. There can be no nearness to God
or humanity left in man, where such practices
are prevalent. Hindu society is caste ridden.
They do not treat their co-religious people
called the Shudras, as equal Hindus, how
could they treat people of other denominations
as their equals! The Sikhs should learn a les-
son from their past and present history and
try to understand the sublime Teachings of the
Gurus in proper perspective to set their house
in order by removing all types of idolatrous
practices. The Gurus recognised no distinc-
tions between man and man on any account,
class, caste, country, nation, colour, creed,
race, and so on, being the children of One
Common Father. In Asa di Var, Guru Nanak
teaches us, This planet is a very small hut
where in the True One lives." -eh jag sachai
ki hai kothri, sachai ka vich vas. Sikhism
does not accept the Incarnation theory of Hin-
dus, that God embodied Himself as Krishna
and other persons. God is extremely Infinite
Spirit and His Light pervades everywhere in
the Universe. He does not take birth or dies.
It is a sin to call any one as God incarnate.
Guru Gobind Singh has given to Khalsa the
symbols of Sword and Iron Bangle to repudi-
ate theory of incarnation of God. The Guru
stated that who would call him as God incar-
nate, they would go to the pit of hell. He was
only the servant of God and had come to world
to see World Drama. In Akal Ustat, the Guru

has beautifully described the Indinity of God
and Oneness of the whole humanity. The Guru
states:

"God is in water, God is in the dry land. God is
in the heart, God is in forests, God is in the
mountains, God is in the caves, God is in the
earth, God is in heaven, God is here, God is
there. God is in space God is in time, God is
invisible, God is without a garb, God is with-
outsin; God is without enmity, God is death-
less, God is uncherished, God is impenetra-
ble, God is invulnerable, God is not moved by
charms or spells; God has his Light, He can-
not be moved by incantations. God is without
caste, God is without lineage, God is without
friends, He has no mother, He feels no
sufferings. He is without doubt and has no
'karma'. He is invincible and is indissoluble.
He cannot be punished, He is radiant, He is
Transcendent and is inscrutable.... Thou art
in water, Thou art in dry lands, Thou art in
rivers, Thou art in seas. Thou art in trees and
in leaves. Thou art in the earth and also in the
firmament. Thy Name is repeated again and
again, Thy Name is fixed in man's heart. Thou
art space Thou art time, Thou art the occu-
pant, Thou art the place, Thou art unborn, Thou
artfearless, Thou art impalpable, Thou art in-
destructible, Thou art continence, Thou art fast-
ing, Thou art deliverance, Thou art wisdom.
Thou alone art, Thou alone art, Thou alone
art, Thou alone art, Thou alone art, Thou alone
art, Thou alone art, Thou alone art".

‘About oneness of Mankind the Guru says:

"One man by shaving his head is accepted
as a Sanyasi, another as a yogi or a
Brahmachari, a third as jati. Some men are
Hindus and others Musaimans; among the
latter are Rafazis, Imams and Shafais-know
all men are of the same caste. 'Kerta' (Crea-
tor) and Karim (Mercifrul) are the same; let no
man even by mistake suppose there is a dif-
ference. Worship of one God Who is the One
Divine Guru for all; know that His formis one,
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and that He is the One Light diffused in alil.
~ The temple and mosque, the Hindu worship
and Musalman prayer are His creations. All
men are the same, itis through error they ap-
pear different. Deities, demons, Yakshas,
heavenly singers, Musalmans and Hindus
adopt the customary dress of their different
countries. All men have the same eyes, the
same ears, the same body, the same build, a
compound of earth, air, fire and water. Allah
and Abekh are the same, the Purans and the
Quran are His creations, it is the One God
Who created all."

The Gurus not only preached One-
ness of the Creator and Oneness of Mankind,
but also put this belief into practice, notwith-
standing numerous sacrifices they had to give
for the Cause. On March 29, 1699, a day be-
fore Guru Gobind Singh introduced the Bap-
tism of the Double-Edged Sword, the Guru
gave a big feast to the people who had as-
sembled at Anandpur. Hindus call such a feast
as the great "yag". Anandpur was then a part
of the Hindu kingdom. Among Hindus all reli-
gious ceremonies are performed by the Brah-
mins (the inheritory priestly class) alone. On
the occasion of such feasts Brahmins hold
significant place and have precedence over
all other people. The Guru had a number of
Brahmin poets among others in his employ-
ment. Some of these Brahmin poets had been
receiving a privileged place from the Hindu hill

rajas. They were of the view that the Guru
would also similarly honour them. Little did
these Brahmins know that the Guru was not
only preaching Equality of All. but practising
it as well. The Guru treated all alike. The Brah-
mins thereupon got irritated and infuriated.
They made repugnant remarks against the low
caste people abhorring them as worthless
creatures, who had been treated alike with
them. The Guru then told the Brahmins that it
was through these low caste people he had
achieved victories on the battlefield, knowl-
edge and the status. His suffering and travails
were mitigated by the grace of these people
alone. He finally said: "My Spiritual Dignity
and Status is wholly due to these people; oth-
erwise there are the countless millions of
worthless men like me in the world."

We believe that the Gurus' Teach-
ings of Universality can only establish peace
in the contemporary war torn world. But the
misguided Sikhs will not allow this to happen.
The Sikhs of all shades of political views vie
with each other to paint the Gurus as the great-
est nationalists, fought for establishment of
Hindu rule with extreme hatred for Muslims
as foreigners in India. This flattery has not
cracked the hard nut of the Hindus, who are
after doing away with the Sikhs and Sikhism.
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