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DR. JAGIR SINGH GETS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD" |

Dr. Jagir Singh has become the first
honoured with the coveted Central
initiated in the category of Gurbani
time that the Akademi has presented
Gurbani Kirtan. Meanwhile, Sharayu
been selected for the Central

ragi from Chandigarh to be
Sangeet Natak Akademi award,
Kirtan. Interestingly. it is the first
an award in the category of
Kelkar, also from Chandigarh, has
Sangeet Natak Akademi award in

the category of Hindustani classical & B music.

as Deputy Director in the Punjab

Dr Jagir Singh is currently serving [5i8
School Education Board. Talking to |5 Chandigarh Tribune about his
association with this rare stream of & d music, which is on decline in the
place of its origin, Dr. Singh said that his initiation into the field came easy because of his
father's religious and musical leanings. The affair started way back in 1968 when Dr Jagir
Singh started accompanying his father to significant classical Gurbani Kirtan recitals at
prestigious Gurdwaras in Punjab. Years later, he honed his talent under the tutelage of many
established Classical Maestros of the region like Prof. Yash Pal, former Head, Music
Department, Panjab University. Having acquired pertection in controlling the soft medium of
gurbani, Dr. Jagir Singh went on to compose various musical scores, apart from releasing
over many music albums of Gurbani Kirtan.

According to G. S. Channi, who attended the meeting of the governing council held in
Delhi on March 25, regarding the announcement of the award, Dr Jagir Singh has been
awarded for his immense contribution in the field of Gurbani Kirtan. He is not only a doctorate
in Gurbani Kirtan, but is also very creative and imaginative when it comes to creating music.
Besides, he is also a well-read scholar. He has been awarded for having uplifted the status
of Gurbani Kirtan to that of an art form.

Dr Jagir Singh has already been involved with the formulation of music at the school
level (bglween classes VI and Xll). For some years now, he has been publishing a monthly
magazine Amrit Kirtan. The literary work has even been influential in getting Gurbani Kirtan

accepted as a diploma stream in Punjabi University, Patiala and Guru Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar.

Qr‘ Jagir Singh has recited Gurbani Kirtan at Kesgarh Sahib, Anandpur Sahib and
Dukhnlwaran Sahib gurdwaras. He has also been reciting classical Gurbani Kirtan at the
light and sound programme initiated in Anandpur Sahib gurdwara in 1999.

~ Famous telefilms Hola Mohalla and Nihang Sahibji have music composed by Dr Jagir
Singh, who has also sung in the films.

The latest in the line is the publication of his first-ever thesis titled, “The relation of
Guru poetry with music.”

Chandigarh Tribune, March 31,2003
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¢+ We are extremely delighted to
learn from the newspapers that your
contributions have been recognized at
the national level by the Sangeet
Natak Academy. Please accept our
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heartiest congratulations on getting
this honour.
Thanks for sending to us your 'Amrit
Kirtan' which we always find very
uplifting and enlightening. Your article
on Rehatnamas in the latest issue is
very refreshing and convincing too.
- Swarnjit and H.S. Mehta
F/11 Sector 14, Chandigarh
¢ | am obliged for your April Issue
of 'Amrit Kirtan'. | am sure you will
please send me this beautiful
magazine regularly and if possible
please send old issues also. | have
a craze of reading good books/
Magazines.
- Bakhshish Singh Arora
211, Cheema Nagar, Jalandhar
¢ | wasn't satisfied by conveying my
greetings to you on telephone. Hence
this note which, | do hope, will stay
with you permanently. It is a matter

of great pleasure that you have won:

the National Sangeet Natak
Akademi's award for Gurbani Kirtan
and that you are the first recipient of
this newly-instituted, prestigious
honour. Your achievement has
elevated the Sikh community's self-
esteem to new heights. | am proud
that you are known to me personally.
| am grateful to Paramjit Singh, the
gifted tabla-player, who introduced me
to you and your distinguished style of
hymn-singing. My very first response
was that you would certainly carve a
niche for yourself. Thank God my
hunch has come out to be true. |

wish you many more and greater
honours. As you succinctly put it
"Wah-e-Guru has recognised his
Sewak's distinguished service" —
Tread now the path that HE has
shown you and all will be well. The
best is yet to come. While | am in a
mood of gay felicitations | might as
well share with you my own views
on this sacred subject. These are
based on my long and painstaking
research which | did as God's own
Edict-Fiat (hukam).

The term 'Art' used in reporting your
award is a misnomer. If it occurs in
the citation, it is unfortunate. If it is
the reporter's coinage, it is forgivable.
But if it is your own creation you
might as well consider my
observations with utmost
seriousness. Art is all that Man has
created and is capable of creating in
the future. What we see in Nature,
which is God's qudrat or Might, is a
priori Akal Purakh's own creation. It
is a natural attribute of His
Omnipresent Creativity. What Man
creates is artificial i.e. not-natural. It
is therefore limited to the power of
the human mind and intellect. Man
can do a perfect job but NOT create
LIFE. And short of Life everything that
he creates has mechanical precision
— NOT the Bio-Diversity of God's
Nature. In simpler terms, ART is
less than the Man who creates it.
Therefore, to say that Gurbani Kirtan
has been transformed into ART is
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tantamount to a sacrilege. KIRTAN
happens when panegyrics (Shabad)
addressed to God spontaneously
assume MUSIC-al expression. It is a
sudden outburst of the moment
when soul-consciousness (surat)
unknowingly tunes in (dhun) with the
Shabad (Guru). It is like God's
Secret Kiss of Life to resuscitate the
dead human soul into an effulgent
consciousness of Divine Presence.
Music is a substitute for Yoga (which
is confined to bodily acrobatics and/
or breathing barrages) to transform
Logos (Shabad) into Melody — a
madding longing of the soul-bride for
Communion with the Divine-Husband

(Khasam). For me, MUSIC
=Moulding of Universal Sound Into
Creativity. Such creativity is inspired,
never acquired either as Art or Craft.
Guru Arjan Dev's injunction says it
all: »rfu gree § Ifgars arE
= One sings panegyrics to God's
attributes when He Himself implants
such songs in one's heart! To my
knowledge, you have been doing
non-doing of this kind. To call it ART
is to call the SACRED Profane.
More, if you are responsive to such
discomfiting analysis. God bless.
- Architect Professor Dr. S.S. Bhatti
Dean (1984-96), Faculty of Design & Fine Arts, PU
3314, Sector 15-D, Chandigarh

finally you have the idea.

the world”

| asked God to take away my habit. God said, No.

It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.

| asked God to make my handicapped child whole. God said, No.

His spirit is whole, his body is only temporary.

| asked God to grant me patience. God said, No.

Patience is a by-product of tribulations, it isn't granted, it is learned.

| asked God to give me happiness. God said, No.

| give you blessings; Happiness is up to you.

| asked God to spare me pain. God said, No.

Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you close to Me.
| asked God to make my spirit grow. God said, No.

You must grow on your own! but | will prune you to make you fruitful.

| asked God for all things that | might enjoy in life. God said, No.

| will give you life, so that you may enjoy all things.

| asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as He loves me. God said....Ahhhh,

THIS DAY IS YOURS DON'T THROW IT AWAY. May God Bless You.
“To the world you might be one person, but to one person you just might be

o—————— Qllith best compliment.s zftom a wellwisher =8
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
AMC-JFK, NV 11430-9998
DEAR POSTAL CUSTOMER:
The enclosed was found loose in the mails or
has been damaged in handling through Foreign
Postal Administrations or in the U.S. Postal
Service (whichever is applicable to the enclosure).
We realize your mail is important to you and
you have every right to expect it to be delivered
intact and in good condition. The Postal Service |
makes every effort to properly handle the mail
entrusted to it but due to the large volume and
machine malfunctions, occasional damage may
occur.
We are constantly striving to improve our
processing methods to assure that an occurrence
such as the enclosed can be eliminated. We
appreciate your concern over the handling of your
mail and sincerely regret the inconvenience you
have experienced.
Plant Manager
AMC-JFK, NY 11430-9998
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"Voice Culture is a science that
deals with the various processes of
cultivating the human voice to suit
musical requirements. The cultivation
of voice to a considerable degree of
parfection is the aim of Voice
Culture."
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