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BACK HOME IN AMRITSAR

Nirupama Dutt

Sitting in the parikrama at the
Harimandir shib in Amritsar with falling on the
sarovar and strains of the Gurbani reaching
my ears, | felt transfomed. The openness of
the people and their spirit of service converted
me at once. The other rituals came later," says
Cornelius Heule, a successful Dutch travel
agent, who's given up worldly ambition and is
now in the service of the Sikh religion. His
new name is Harjinder Singh Khalsa.

Harjinder's is not the lone case. Move
through Punjab and you come across people
of different nationalities who have chosen the
path of Sikhism. There is Darshan Singh
Rudel, a Frenchman baptised as Michel
Rudel, who's all set to buy twelve acres at
Anadhpur Sahib to grow vegetables and rear
poultry. There's the comely Gursimaran Kaur,
who belongs to the clan of American Sikhs
brought into the fold of Sikhism by Harbhajan
Yogi, busy managing the computer section of
the Anandpur Sahib Foundation, which is pre-
paring for the 300th anniversary of the Khalsa.
At the Babeke Gurdwara in Mohali, near
Chandigarh, Australian Chris Mooney Singh
is immersed in kirtan strumming the rabab,
And also Sumit Kaur, the Danish girl who
came to Chandigarh for holidays some nine-
teen years ago and fell in love with a local
boy. She's a practising Sikh; her husband is not.

Whatiis it that makes many people from
the West turn eastwards to the fold of
Sikhism? No, it is not a passing fad which
came to a sad pass with the drift of the flower
children into the dizzy worid of hallucinogens.
The factors that seem to drive these people
away from their own religion to alien shores
need some understanding. The hippies of the

Sixties were full of love, tired of war and
materialism, so they were seeking solace in
the spirituality of the East. The converts of
the Nineties are tired of the institutionalisa-
tion of their own religion, excessive consum-
erism and alienation that has become a part
of the Western way of life.

" "Go to the churches in the West and it
is like visiting a museum, says Harjinder, re-
laxing in a room in a gurdwara at Chandigarh.
"Everything is in place, yet nothing touches
the heart. But at Harimandir Sahib what one
finds is a living, breathing and throbbing reli-
gion that welcomes all into its fold." In India
since 1996, Harjinder is now trying to go deep
into the scriptures. "l will do some work at
Chandigarh, but one week a month will be
spent back home in Amritsar," he says.

Does he plan to stay on in India? To
this question the reply of this Amritdhari Sikh
is, "l like it here, but | would like to go to the
West like a good Granthiand spread the mes-
sage of the Gurus." Harjinder, interestingly,
had first visited India as a young man of 19 or
20 in 1967-68. "Then, the mood was differ-
ent. | was looking for a Shangri-la beyond
Kathmandu. But this time | am getting nearer
and nearer to God." |

Though the Punjabis seem to welcome
this entry of the white men and women from
the First World, many feel it is the novelty of
the religion and unfamiliarity that is attracting
these new cpnverts. So there is a hesitation
in accepting them. And in the countries of their
origin, they find many not willing to accept
them either. Chris and Harjinder both say the
garb of the Sikh is most useful for it will repel
the undersirables, while attracting others.
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Sumit has the frankness of a Dane
when she lists her reasons for rejecting Chris-
tianity. “I never quite believed in it," she says.
“Any the way Christmas was celebrated, dis-
turbed me. It has been turned into a consumer
event. My transition to a practising Sikh was
gradual. There was no pressure from the
family | was married into. But | just fitted in." It
was the death of a young child in the family
that led her tc read the Japji Sahib and then
there was no going from it. “Every line of the
Gurbanimade sense to me. And | understood
death. for this is one religion that says be ready
forit every day." Sikhism helped her find God.
"l now have a direct line to God," claim the
41-year-old.

She also laughs and adds that it was
not difficult for her to become a Sikh as she
always liked to wear her hair long and never
liked men without beards. But would she like
to be an Amritdhari Sikh. "l am preparing for
it, but | am not yet ready for it, The original sin
concept of Christainity still haunts me and in
Sikhism one has to go without guilt and with-
out fear," she says.

Chris, who traces his ancestry to Ned
Kelly, the Australian Robin Hood of Irish de-
scent, says he would like to take Amrit, but
for him the real nectar is to be found in
Gurbani. "l came to Sikhism after fifteen years
of meditation to have direct contact with the
scriptures. This is a perfect religion for a poet
musicain that | am. It is the inter-faith nature
of the religion that drew me to it. it acknowl-
edges difference and finds acommon  one-
ness for all," he says.

A free thinker who followed his own way
of thought, Chris says his journey has been
one of search for the lost rabab. And what is
his dream? "I don't know when it will come
ture,” he confides. “But | dream of thousands
or Westerners sitting together and doing the
kirtan in English."

Explains Rudel, son of a policeman
brought up in the south of France: ‘It seems |
had a call. My heart has always been in
India." He exasperated'his parents when he
was still an adolescent by refusing to cut his
hair or eat meat."l just did not feel like it," he
says, very much at home in the Punjabi lan-
guage. Although Rudel visited India several
times, yet it was in 1981 that he joined the
Sikh fold. He's now married to ar: Amritdhari
Punjabi Sikh and Anandpur Sahib will soon
be his home.

He was most unhappy when the French
authorities turned down his request for the
change of his name to Darshan Singh. He
subsequently changed his name in Britain,
where he lived as paying guest with an eld-
erly Punjabi Sikh couple in Southhall. 'l was
more like their son," he adds. Rudel was most
drawn by the Sikh religion for it granted equal-
ity to all and did not discriminate on basis of
caste and gender.

"In practice, though, | find that caste
is still very much prevalent and the women
are discriminated against with practices like
dowry", says Rudel. His own journey to
Sikhism has been purely spiritual. Marriage
followed after an article on him in a Sikh stud-
ies journal. “The editor happened to know
my wife and he brought us together." he re-
members, "We were both Gursikhs and spir-
itually compatible. My wife, however, wishes
to remain away from publicity which comes
the way of Sikhs from places other than
Punjab."

If one doesn't know he's French, Rudel
is as Punjabi as they come, preparing a good
desi cup of tea and welcoming visitors with
the typical Punjabi greeting of Jee aayean nu.
And when time comes to leave. it is not
aurevoir, but Wahe Guruji da Khalsa. Wahe
Guruji di Fateh!

(Courtesy :- Indian Express)
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Wadahans 5th Guru.
Auspicious is the time, when see my
Satguru.
| am a sacrifice unto the feet of the
True Guru.
O my Beloved Lord Thou art the
Giver of life unto me.
My soul lives by reflecting over the
Name of the Lord. Pause.
True is thy instruction and ambroial
thine hymns.
Transquilising is thy person and
omniscient the eye.
Ture is thy command and thou
sittest on the Lord's throne.
My eternal Lord come and goes not.
Thou art the merciful Master and |
am a meek attendant of Thine.
Nanak, the Lord is fully contained
everywhere.

If Thou art a mountain, then | am
thy peacock, O Lord.

If Thou art the moon, then | am
Thine red-legged partirdge.

O Lord of wealth, if Thou breakest
not with me, then | will not break
with Thee.

If | break with Thee, with whom else
shall | join? Pause.

If Thou art an earthen lamp, then |
am Thy wick.

If Thou art a place of pilgrimage,
then | am Thine pilgrim.

True love | have joined with Thee, O
Lord.

Attaching in love wnth Thee, | have
broken with all others.
Wither-so-ever | go, thither | perform
Thine service.

By Thy meditation, death's noose is
cut away.

To obtain Thine devotional
service, O Lord Rav-Dass sings
Thy praise.
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(Free Matrimonial Service)

a Suitable Non trimmer, Teetotaller, Sikh (Arora/
Khatri) preferably graduate and Govt. Service, of well
settled in Business Match for Arora Sikh girl. Slim (23'2
yrs, 5' 1%4) graduate, doing Computer Diploma final in
July 98, can recite Kirtan, Parents Pensioners, Elders
Hailing from Sargodha/ Lyallpur, Contact Box 0040.

Q American citizen/Immigrant for a
M.Sc(Statistics) Bhullar tee-totaller Boy owning Auto
Insurance Company in U.S.A.(29- 5'10"). Elder Brother,
Doctor and Permanent resident of Australia/New
Zealand. Contact Box No.00417.

a Suitable Gursikh Male match for issueless divor-
cee (30- 5') fair complexion, affectionate, homely, Post
Graduate, employed near Panchkula as teacher, father,
employed Shop Supdt. Railways.Contact Box No. 0042

Q Suitable Gursikh Homely Girl for a Blind Arora
Sikh Boy (25) Tabla/Vocal B.A, serving Govt. school,
Earning Rs 7000 P.m owns house. Contact. Box No
0046.

Q Suitable Arora Wellsettled Gursikh Male match
for a very beautiful tall girl lS' 6'2", 24 +) pleasing
nature, convent educated, English Hons, LLB, Practis-
ing H.C. family highly educated, well settled, Contact
Box 0043

O Suitable male match for a Lamba, Graduate,
Sikh Kashyap Rajput (Mehra) (5' 4", 28) Beauticean,
Diploma in Beauty Advanced Technology, Typing,
Stitching, & Business Management, Contact BoX 0045

QO  Professionally qualified match for fair slim Khatri
Sikh girl MBBS PCMS-1, doing post graduation 29 plus/
158 respectable Chandigarh based family. Contact
Box 0046A

a Wanted sutable match from a status Gursikh
family for pretty virtuous homely girl (26,150 cm) MA
(History) Father class 1 officer, brothers doctors Con-
tact Box 0047

Q Gursikh match for beautiful, slim, Brahmin sikh
girl, (25, 5' 6") M.Com, B.Ed, PGT Public school-Delhi-
Caste Asolutely no bar Contact Box 0048

a Suitable Male match for issueless legal divor-
cee (31, 5' 2") B.A, fair Complexion, Ramgarhia vasser,
homely girl, one yonger brother, two sisters married,
mother housewife, father businessman, Contact Box
0049

Q Homely (well versed in houshold activities)
Kirtan knowing, gursikh girl for Amritdhari Ragi Singh,
(32, 5' 6") Contact Box 0050

QO Gursikh khatri girl of status family for Chadha,
M.BA Finance Civil Engineer (26, 5' 6") Cantact Box
0051

Q For a Sikh Amritdhari Boy Age 30 Years Height
5'2"B.A. Music (Ragi Singh) Own Music Training
Institure-Income Four Fingure. Wanted Homely, well
versed in houshold activites Gur Sikh Abel Life
Companing knowing Kirtan. Able to write and read
Punjabi. even divorcee Contact Box 0052

Q Gursikh Match for Nagi Girl M.Sc (Eco) Hons.
Amritsar, (5'4") 28, one sister married. One brother
B.Tech. own Business. Contact Box 0053

Q Gursikh Girl for Nagi B.Tech {Tetile) Boy (5'6")
27 Two sisters, one married, own Busines. Contact
Box 0054

Q Suitable match for Sikh Tonkshastriya
unmarried boy (38, 5' 6'2") Permanent College Lec-
turer, UGC Grade, M. A. (Uni. Topper) M. Phil, A
known Name in Pbi. Lit, College/Uni. Lecturer Pre-
ferred. Well educated family. Early Marriage. Contact
Box 0055

Q Suitable match for Sikh Tonkshastriya
Unmarried Gril, (37, 5' 3") M.A., B. Ed., B. Lib. Sc.
Permanent CBSE School Lecturer (Non-transferable)
Salary Rs. 6500/- PM. Around Ludhiana Preferred.
Well Educated family Early Marriago Contact
Box 0056

Q Suitable match for Sikh divorcee Girl,(27,
5'4") Elder Sister Settled in U.S.A. The boy sould be
well employed in India or Settled in Canada or U.S.A.
Contact Box 0057

Contact: H.B.S. Chopra 1246, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh
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